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CASES 
OCCURRING AT THE 
NORTH LONDON HOSPITAL, 
IN WHICH THE 
WAS EMPLOYED 
FOR THE 
EVENTION OF SICKNESS. 


the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


1R,—The attention of the medical pub- 
lic has, of late, been frequently directed 


to the virtues of Creosote in various dis- 
eases. Different opinions are still enter- 
tained on this subject, and since the ques- , 


Case 2.—Eliza Harman, admitted June 
13th. Has been living with a painter, and 
in newly painted rooms. Abouta fortnight 
ago was attacked with severe pain in the 
abdomen, of an intermittent character, 
and attended with vomiting and constipa- 
tion. She was seen by a medical practi- 
tioner, who bled her, and gave her a 
variety of purgative medicines, which were 
all rejected. The vomiting continues un- 
abated, and her bowels have not been re- 
lieved for fourteen days. 

Ordered immediately Ol. Teredinth. ; 
Decoct. Avene Oiij, as an enema; and Cal. 
Dj; to be preceded by a draught contain- 
ing Creos. m.ij. If these do not operate, 
to have a pill containing Crofon Oil m.j, 
preceded by a similar draught, and re- 
peated every few hours if necessary. 

The enema and calomel produced no 


tion is one which can be decided only by effect, and two of the pills were required 
an examination of facts, perhaps you will | before the bowels were opened. Not a 
oblige me by inserting the following cases | single dose of the medicine was vomited. 
in Tut Lancet. J have selected those Nothing but an occasional aperient was 
only in which this remedy was used for | given afterwards, and she was discharged 
= prevention or —— of a. | well in a few days. 

i w ted in the North 
losin Moni by Dr. Elliotson, to! Case 3.—Mary Chatters, admitted April 
whom, I believe, the profession is in- | 19th. Five days ago was attacked | with 
debted for most of what is really known Vomiting and severe spasmodic pain in the 


th bject Sir, your very lower part of the abdomen. She has not 
had a motion fora week. She has been 


seen by a surgeon, who bled her, and or- 
‘dered her an enema and some purgatives. 
All the medicines were rejected imme- 


Joun TAytor, 
Apothecary. 
North London Hospital, 
diately. 


August Sth, 1835. 

To have an enema of Ol. Tereb. and 
Case 1.—Ellen Connoly, admitted Nov. | gruel, and also a pill containing Croton 
llth. Has been working in a white lead | Oi/m.j; to be preceded by a draught con- 
manufactory, and has had colica pictonum taining Creos. m.ij, and repeated every 

for several weeks past. The bowels were | three hours until it operates. 
obstinately constipated, but for the last! It was necessary to take three pills, not 
few days she has had a diarrhea. She! one of which was vomited, before the 
now complains of pain in the stomach, of bowels were freely moved. The symptoms 
a spasmodic character, and she vomits | then disappeared, and she was discharged 
everything she takes. No sign of gastritis. in a few days. 
Ordered Creos. m.ij; Mucil. 33; Aque 
4ta q.q. h. Case 4.— Mi Franklin, trans- 
12. ‘rhe vomiting and pain have quite | ferred from Mr. Liston, under whose care 
gone. she was admitted June 11th, for suspected 
14, Has vomited once. Creos. m.iv. disease of the rectum. For the last twelve 
15. The vomiting has not returned. months has been troubled with obstinate 
No, 624, 
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nstipation ; frequently having no mo-|severe. It was ascertained to-day, from 
ion for a fortnight. There is no stricture her previous medical attendant, that she 
of the rectum, nor any obvious cause for had been taking the creosote in doses of 
the costiveness. | three drops before coming to the hospital. 

Ordered Croton Oil mj in a pill every | It was now, therefore, increased to m.vi. 
three hours until it operates, and after-| 4. Sickness and pain better, but the 
wards once or twice aday. The pills could | tenderness continues. The sickness and 
not be retained on the stomach, and there- | burning pain returned at intervals, and 
fore Creos. m.ij was given before each.| were particularly severe when any thing 
This prevented the sickness, and the bow- | happened to disturb her mind, as was the 
els were soon relieved. case on several occasions, from other pa- 

Case 5.—William Daymond, admitted | tients in the ward having fits, and from 
December 16th, has severe colicky pains reeeiving unpleasant news from her friends. 
in the abdomen, and vomits every thing he On this account it was necessary to in- 
takes ; has been ill several days; has had crease the dose of the creosote, at mode- 
the same complaint several times before, rate intervals, to obtain the same relief. 
and was always treated for Painter’sColic.| 22. Ordered, in addition, Carb. Ferri 3j 
From this circumstance, together with ater quotidie, to be taken immediately 
considerable wasting of the muscles of the after the creosote, with the view of re- 
fore-arm and thumb, it is supposed to be lieving the hysterical symptoms. Before 
the consequence of some exposure to lead, she came into the hospital she had at- 
though that cannot be ascertained. | tempted to take the iron, but the stomach 

To have Creos. m.iij 3tia q.q. bh. | would never bear it., In conjunctii 

17. Sickness gone; but the pain was so| the creosote, however, the stom 
severe that he was ordered an opiate in| it very well, She continued im 
addition to the purgatives. jthe dose of the iron was grad 

18. Bowels not relieved. He left the creased to 3ss, and of the cre 
hospital from the supposition that some m.xiv. She was discharged Dec. 
operation was about to be performed upon | sickness having disappeared, and the 
him. The sickness never returned. |of the stomach and sensibility of the sur- 


Case 6.—James Macintosh, admitted ‘¢¢ being almost gone. 
July 4th, a painter. During the last ten| Case 8.—Ann Body; has been in the 
days has had several attacks of colic, at- hospital several months under the care of 
tended with constipation and vomiting., the surgeons, but was transferred to Dr. 
Complains still of the pain, but his bowels! Elliotson June 30th. She has decidedly 
have been opened by medicine, he is dis- marked hysterical symptoms; great sen- 
tressed by constant sickness. Pulse 60. | sibility of the surface over the anterior 
To have Cal. gr. v; Opii gr.j; st., and part of the chest; sense of choking in 
Ol. Ricini 3}; Tr. Opii m.xv vesperi, et the throat, and very often regular parox- 
repet. si opus sit. 'ysms of the disease. She also complains 
5. Bowels being confined, to have a of a burning pain at the pit of the stomach, 
Terebinthinate enema, and Ol. Croton gtt j, extending up the esophagus ; tenderness of 
to be repeated if necessary; also Creos. the epigastrium, and frequent vomiting. 
m.ij p. r. n. | The pain is increased by cold drinks, and 
7. The sickness was stopped very speed- relieved by warm ones; tongue healthy, 
ily by the creosote. He continued better, Aaving no preternatural redness. _ Pulse 60, 
and was discharged on the Mth. skin cool. All these symptoms being con- 
c >.—Catherine Se admitted sidered hysterical, she was ordered to take 
_ CASE ¢.— Catherine Seman, admitted | Kerri ter quotidie, and Creos. 
November Ist, complains of burning pain | on required for the sickness. The dose 
at the epigastrinu, and a sense of heat ex- ‘of each was subsequently increased, and 
tending up the wsophagus ; great tenderness) «14 stil] continues to take them. The 
on pressure ; the pain increased after taking ny toms are all relieved, but the pain 
Jord. She vomits every thing she takes.| sickness still return occasionally. 


There is extreme tenderness of the integu- | The creosote always removes the sickness, 

ments over the sternum and adjacent | and affords muck more relief from the pain 

parts; a choking sensation in the throat, | than any other medicine. 

and, occasionally, regular paroxysms of | . 

hysteria. She has been ill for eighteen) Case 9.—David Walker, admitted Nov. 

months, and attributes her affliction to a/| 10th, with anasarca, ascites, and probably 

moral cause. organic disease in several of the abdominal 
To have Creos. m.iij ter quotidic, and) viscera. Is distressed with constant nau- 

Ext. Coloc. Co. every night to keep the|sea and frequent vomiting. No signs of 

bow astritis. The sickness had been relieved 


els open. 
2. Sickness a little relieved, but still| by creosote before he came to the hospital, 
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CREOSOTE TO ARREST SICKNESS. 


but returned when the medicine was } dered onthe 11th 
| quotidie in forma pilule. 


omitted. 
Creos. m.iij ter quotidie. 


12. The sickness has been completely | 
relieved. He continued to take the medi- | 
cine up to the time of his death on the | 
25th, with the same effect. 


Case 10.—Charles Watkins, admitted | 
April 28th, for the last four years has | 
vomited all food and drink almost imme- 
diately after swallowing it. He appears, 
quite well, has no pain in the stomach, | 
and but very slight tenderness over the, 
epigastrium. Tongue slightly coated, but 
in other respects healthy. Has a slight) 
giddiness occasionally, but no pain in the | 
head. Has been an out-patient of the} 
Middlesex Hospital, and has been treated 
by several private practitioners, but in 
every instance without success. Until a| 

ago he did not vomit his medicines, | 
ing this period nothing has re-— 
on the stomach. The creosote | 
last medicine he took before he | 
to the hospital, and it was retained 
others were rejected. 
‘reos. m.i; Mucil. 5); Aque dij. 

This was repeated seven times, another 
dose being given as soon as the preceding 
was vomited, but all without any effect. 
Two and three drops were then adminis- 
tered with the same result. It was next 
tried on sugar, but still unsuccessfally. 

May 4. Took thirty doses of three drops 
each in immediate succession. They were 
all vomited instantly, but produced no 
giddiness nor any other unpleasant symp- 
tom, except a temporary sense of heat in 
tie stomach and fauces. 

5. Ae. Hydrocyan, ex Ague f.5i; 
ter quotidie. 

6. M.ij. These were vomited just as 
the creosote. 

9. Creos. m.iv; Ac. Hydrocyan. m.iv; 
Mucil. 5); Aque ; ter quotidie. 

12. Creos. m.v ; Ac. Hudrocyan. m.v. 

None of these produced any good effect. 
As there was no obvious disease in the 
stomach, Dr Elliotson thought it possible 
that the vomiting might depend upon 
some morbid condition of the brain, espe- 
cially as the patient complained of occa- 
sional giddiness, and intended to modify 
his treatment accordingly, but the boy was 
unsettled, never having left home much, 
and his mother took him away. 


Cast 11.—John Jarvis, admitted No- 
vember 4th, with decided symptoms of 
phthisis. Has had a diarrheca for the last 
two years; for this he was ordered the 
compound kino powder, which checked it 


for a time, but as it returned he was oi- 
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13. The purging is better, but the pills 
make him sick. To have a draught con- 
taining Ac. Hydrocy. m.ij, ten minutes 
before each pill. 

18. The draughts prevented the sick- 


| ness at first, but are losing their influence. 


To have m.iij in each. 

20. M.iv. 

22. M.v in each, for the same reason. 

2%. The diarrhea having returned, he 
was ordered Su/ph. Cupri gr. ss; Opii gr. 
ss, 8va q. q. h., and the same dose of the 
acid. 

Dec. 2. The pills still produce sickness, 
and the diarrhwa continues. To take 
them every six hours, and a drop of creo- 
sote hefore each. Omit the acia. 

4. The sickness continues. m.iij. 

7. The last dose relieved the sickness, 
but as it has begun to return occasionally, 
to have m.v. 

From this time he had scarcely any 
sickness, the diarrhea alternately ceased 
and returned, and on the 13th he died. 


Case 12.—Michael M‘Avoy, admitted 
Noy. 24th, with chronic bronchitis, and 
symptoms of incipient phthisis. 

Dec. 23. To have Snuiph. Ferri gr. ij, 
bis quotidie, as a tonic. 

26. Gr. iv. 

27. He vomits everything he takes. 

Jan. 1. Vomiting continues. To have 
Creos. m.ij, Gta q.q. h. 

3. Says the first dose of the creosote 
stopped the vomiting, and it has not since 
returned, 

6. The vomiting has returned. m.iv, 
Gta q.q. h. 

13. Discharged. 
sickness. 


The narration of the preceding cases has 
alrezdy occupied so much space that I will 
merely enumerate a tew more, without en- 
tering into any details. In all the cases 
which follow, the creosote was used to re- 
lieve nausea or vomiting produced by 
taking hydriodate of potass, and in every 
one it succeeded perfectly. In most of 
them it was found necessary to increase 
the dose of the creosote, up to a certain 
extent, simultaneously with that of the 
salt, in order to maintain its effect. 


Has had no more 


Case 13.—Sophia Flower— ascites and 
anasarca. 

— M—Bridget Dayle— inflammatory 
neuralgia. 

—— 15.—Thomas Stone—dropsy. 

— 16.—Jas. Shields—universal dropsy. 

— 17.—William Wright—aneurysm of 
the abdominal aorta. 
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— 18.—Elizabeth Powell — 


hypertro- 
a, the heart with dropsy. 
—— 19.—Mary 
tory anasarca. 

I have hitherto confined my statements 
to such cases as have come under my own 
immediate observation, but I could refer 
to many others, equally satisfactory, which 
have been communicated to me by several 

rivate practitioners. Dr. Elliotson, I 
lieve, has employed it with success to 
relieve the sickness in two cases of the 
malignant cholera, and also in one or 
more cases of sea-sickness. 


Remarks. 

From a consideration of the above- 
mentioned facts, I am unable to arrive at 
any other conclusion than the following, 
viz., that the creosote possesses great 
power in controlling vomiting from cer- 
tain causes. I have mentioned nineteen 
cases, in one only of which it has failed ; 
in that solitary instance no other remedy 
succeeded. The creosote was retained by 
the stomach after every other medicine 
was rejected, and I might add, that time 
was not allowed for a full trial of its in- 
fluence. I have had but little opportu- 
nity of observing the comparative powers 
of this substance, and of hydrocyanic 
acid. They were both used in two of the 
preceding cases, Nos. 10 and11. In the 
one, the creosote succeeded after the acid 
had failed; in the other they were almost 
equally unsuccessful. 

I have observed scarcely any bad ef- 
fects from the employment of this medi- 
cine. In one case in which it had been 
given for a considerable time and in large 
doses, the patient complained of giddi- 
ness, tremors, and a sense of debility; 
but these symptoms subsided on lessening 
the dose. In Case 10, as many as ninety 
drops were given in less than half a day, 
without any bad symptom. Once or twice 
the nurse has told me, that the urine has 
become dark-coloured, but I have never 
yet seen any alteration in it. The taste 
of the medicine is not le to most 
persons, but patients do not complain 
more of it than of many substances in 


common use. 

In the use of this, as of every other re- 
medial agent, certain circumstances must 
be attended to in order to ensure success. 
A careful diagnosis ought to be made, that 
the medicine may be given in those cases 
only in which its beneficial influence has 
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been observed; the article should be ob- 
tained pure, and every should 
be attended to in its administration which 
experience has proved to be important. 
These considerations will a to many 
too obvious to be mentioned ; but as 1 am 
satisfied that much, if not all, the differ- 
ence of opinion existing on this subject 
has arisen from inattention toone or more 
of them, perhaps I may be allowed to 
conclude this already protracted commu- 
nication with one or two additional ob- 
servations bearing on the same point. 
First. The creosote should never be 
given when there is any gastric inflam- 
mation. This consequence might be de- 
duced from a consideration of its proper- 
ties, which are powerfully stimulant, and 
experience may b adduced in confirma- 
tion of it. I have seen more than one 
instance of inflammatory tenderness of th 
mucous coat of the stomach whe 
creosote was given for another 
and in which the symptoms were 
diately aggravated. This rule may 
to some to have been violated i 
7 and 8, in which there were 
many of the symptoms of gastritis; 
entertain a different opinion. From 
observation of a considerable number of 
cases, I am pretty well satisfied, that in 
hysterical females the interior of the sto- 
mach and bowels (and probably also of 
the head and chest) may become affected 
with the same increased sensibility, of a 
purely nervous character, which is so 
often observed in the integuments of the 
chest and abdomen of the same class of 
rsons. These two cases 1 consider to 
of this kind; they are distinguished 


pe 
be 
from gastritis by several striking peculi- 


arities. In the cases of hysteria, the pain 
is increased by cold drinks, and relieved 
by warm ones and by stimulants general- 
ly; the pulse and tongue are often unal- 
tered ; there is no feverishness, and gene- 
rally there are other symptoms of hysteria 
present. This pain, which is often ex- 
ceedingly troublesome and persistent, 
have observed to be relieved much more 
by creosote than by any other medicine. 
Secondly. The dose should be carefully 
regulated. If too large a quantity be 
given at the commencement, it is such a 
powerful local stimulant, that it will often 
be rejected, whilst a smaller quantity wiil 
afterwards be retained. It is best to be- 
gin with one or two drops dissolved in 
f.3j of distilled water, by means of a little 
mucilage. Again, if it be continued for 
some time, it is necessary gradually to 
increase the dose, and this is parti y 
required if it be used to retain some acrid 
substance on the stomach, and the dose of 
that substance itself is being increased. 
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MR. JEAFFRESON'S CASE OF STONE. 


Lastly. The dose should be repeated 
more or less frequently, according to the 
nature of the case. In most instances 
thrice a day will be sufficient; if it be em- 
ployed in conjunction with another medi- 
cine, it should be given with each dose 
of that medicine, and in a few cases it will 
be necessary to repeat it at very short in- 
tervals, with the view of keeping the 
stomach completely under its influence. 


STONE IN THE BLADDER CURED BY 


LITHOTRIPSY. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Siz,—You will oblige me by inserting 
n early Number of Tut Lancer the 
ing case of stone treated by litho- 
» lam, Sir, yours very respectfully, 
W. JEAFFRESON, 
Surgeon 


gham, Aug. 9th, 1835. 


Charles Levell, aged fifty-eight years, 
farming bailiff, living in the parish of 
Pulham St. Margaret, Norfolk, applied to 
me on the 23rd ot last May, in consequence 
of experiencing severe symptoms of stone 
in the blader. 


small calculi, and during the harvest of 
1833, after much pain, he passed one of 


the size aud shape of a common horse-bean, | 


but without deriving the complete relief 
therefrom which he had previously ex- 
perieneed on passing calculi. From this 
time his symptoms became progressively 
more urgent, inducing him to have his 
bla der several times examined by his 
medical attendant, but without any calcu- 
lus being discovered. 

After injecting his bladder I had no 
difficulty in detecting the presence of a 
calculus. I soon also grasped it with the 
percussor, in what I believed to be its long 
diameter (measuring twelve lines), but, 
after giving a few gentle taps with the 
hammer, it escaped from the instrument, 
and | did not think it right to do more on 


afirst sitting. On passing the instruments | 


through that portion of the urethra, which 
is immediately behind the pubes, I felt 


them more strongly embraced than usual, | 


but so little inconvenience was expenienced, 
that my patient, who had taken Jodgings 
in the town, came to me on the 26th for 
another sitting; but, on attempting to in- 
troduce the instrument to enable me to 
inject the bladder, I could not pass that 


He had passed at inter-. 
vals, during twenty-three ycars, numerous | 


usually grasped. On examining per rectum 
I discovered an enlarged prostate, and 
after withdrawing the instrument some- 
what, I endeavoured to make its distal 
extremity describe a portion of the arc 
of a circle, as recommended by surgical 
writers; but, after trying this gently forafew 
minutes without effect, it occurred to me 
that it might be the third or posterior lobe 
of the prostate which presented the difficul- 
ty,andon sliding the extremity of the instru- 
ment gently behind the arch of the pubes, 
it passed into the bladder. Always giving 
it this direction, I never afterwards had 
any difficulty. At this sitting the calculus 
was crushed throughout its entire sub- 
stance, and I afterwards crushed one of its 
largest fragments. 

29. Three fragments were seized and 
crushed, and the patient brought with him 
a scruple weight of detritus, the result of 
the last sitting. 

June 1. Crushed three or four frag- 
ments, and from this date until the 19th 
I repeated the operation every other day ; 

but I then experienced difficulty, from the 

detention of a large fragment at the mem- 
_branous part of the urethra, accordingly 
immediately sent for Mr. Costeilo’s im- 
proved urethral forceps, but before iis 
arrival I had succeeded in bringing away 
the fragment, with a modificacion of the 
polypus forceps, with reversed blades, 
which I had made for me in this town. 

20. Severe rigor during the night, fol- 
lowed by erysipelas of the face; but this 
was not accompanied by increased irrita- 
tion in the biiédder. The erysipelas was 
treated on Mr.'Higginbotham's plan, and 
receded most fatisfactorily, and on my 
evening visit | found him almost free from 
constitutional irritation, and that he had 
passed several large fragments from the 
blacder. 

22. Repeated the operation, crushing 
‘four fragments. He brought with him 
sixty-two grains passed since the last 
sitting. 

I repeated the operation on the 24th, 
26th, and 29th of June, and on the Ist and 
3rd of July, on which day I could detect 
only one small fragment, which was 
crushed. On the 4th he was called home 
to a sick wife, but he brought me a scruple 
weight of detritus. 

22. Returned, bringing one small frag- 
ment, assuring me that he had lost every 
symptom of stone. After injecting and 
carefully examining the bladder, 1 could 
detect no fragment. 
| 24. Repeated the examination with the 
same result, when he left me quite well, 
taking with him 3iv grs. xvij of detritus, 


part at which I had before felt it un-/ 
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630 CASE OF HYDROPHOBIA BY MR. TOMKINS AND MR. VARENNE. 
\ beer from a cask, when she suddenly be- 


RECOVERY IN A CASE OF 


HYDROPHOBIA | 


APTER 
EXCISION OF THE BITTEN PARTS. 


To the Editor of Tas Lancer. 
Snovup you consider the subjoined case 
worthy the notice of your numerous read- 
ers. you will oblige us by inserting it. We 
have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient 
servants, 
T. Tomxiy, Witham, Essex. 
E. S. Vanenne, Kelvedon, Essex. 
August 9, 1835. 


‘came insensible and giddy, but imme- 
diately recovered on stopping the cock. 
| It does not appear that the person who is 
the subject of the present remarks is of a 
nervous temperament or very irritable, but, 
|on the contrary has always proved herself 
in her humble sphere of life to be a 
strong-minded woman. And although the 

was destroyed at her request, in con- 
}sequence of a vulgar prejudice, neither 
fear nor dread induced the disease, because 
‘until the moruing when she underwent 
the operation, she was perfectly unaware 
‘of the nature of her disorder, and had 
‘also previously reprimanded her fellow- 
servants for informing her first medical 
‘attendant that she had been bitten, a sub- 
| ject she herself had refrained from men- 
|tioning, not considering it of sufficient 


Lucy Farrer, wtat. 35, had a favourite importance. 
dog, which became sickly about the mid-| July 5. Nine p.m. Pulse 80; eyes 
die of last June. It was restless and and rather prominent, but not 
averse to food. On the 22nd, while she Of light; with slightly contracted 


was coaxing the animal! to eat and drink, | 


Mind comfortable. Her chief com 
is of pain in the side. Bowels in 


it became irritable, snapped at and bit her | ordinary condition. 
in the little-finger of the right hand, and| V. S$. ad 3xvj. Mist. Aperientis iss, 
walked away. The wounds, which were | ftis horis. 


very trifling, becoming painful, were poul- | 


ticed in the evening, and on the third 
day they healed. The dog was allowed to 
remain at large for the ensuing two or 
three days, and during that period bit a 
cat, to which he had previously been much 
attached, and snapped at one or two per- 
sons in the neighbourhood. At the end 
of a week, he, as well as the cat, were, 
unfortunately, killed; not however before 
the throat and salivary glands of the dog 
had become enlarged, the flow of saliva 
much increased, and the eyes slightly in- 
flamed. 

About four p.m. of the 30th, the patient 
suddenly felt a pain in the back of the 
head, accompanied immediately by the ap- 
pearance of a dark curtain, which seemed 
“full of bright spears” before the eyes, 


and which was followed by a slight loss of | 


6. Four p.m. Bowels but little opened. 
| Eyes and head somewhat relieved, though 
the aversion to solid food and drink con- 
tinues. Has taken the medicine with 
difficulty, each dose having been followed 
by aconvulsive fit. Armand hand slightly 
mottled. Continuatur mistura. 

7. Elevena.m. To-day, at the express de- 
sire of the patient, Mr. Tomkin of Witham 
was called in in consultation, The aversion 
to swallowing and to the sight of fluids, 
and also the intolerance of light, are 
greatly incrcased With some difficulty 
she was prevailed upon to take a little 
milk, which immediately produced spasm 
of the throat, and a fit, of which the fol- 
lowing were the chief symptoms. A sen- 
sation of pain proceeded from the little- 
finger across the back of the hand to the 
radial side of the fore-arm; thence to- 
wards the elbow, and along the inner side 
of the arm to the axilla. 1t then followed its 
course up the neck in the direction of the 


sense. This shortly disappeared, leaving | sterno-cleido-mastoideus muscle, and was 
a painful sensation in the left side. These | most intense immediately beneath the ear. 
fits were repeated at uncertain intervals for | Acute pain in the back of the head was 
several successive days, but never without next experienced, the dark cloud at the 
some uneasiness in the neighbourhood of same moment appearing before her eyes, 
the little-finger. About the same time|and she became senseless. The pulse, 
she had become averse to solid food snd to| which had gradually quickened from the 
drink, and this aversion along with the time of the fluid being presented to her, 
other symptoms gradually increased until | was now weak and fluttering ; the face was 
the evening of the 5th of July, when she! flushed, the neck tumid and reddened ; the 
first applied for medical assistance. It salivary secretion was increased; the 
afterwards transpired that on the preced-| breathing was hurried ; and the arms and 
ing day she happened to be drawing some | head were thrown about in all directions. 
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All this occupied about five minutes, after! been made towards recovery, there seems 
which she became gradually sensible, and every chance of a permanent cure. 

then complained of severe pain in the) Aug. 10. Up to the present time there 
side. There was no thirst of any conse-| has been no return of the complaint. 
quence, but a constant burning in the| All the symptoms of hydrophobia which 
mouth and pharynx, so that the passage this woman had, appear to have arisen 
of fluid was compared to “the hissing from nervous irritation, and not alto- 
of water thrown upon hot iron.” The gether from absorption of the virus, the 
pain undergone was described to be of the pain being clearly traced along the course 
most violent description, and yet if asked of the musculo-spinal nerve towards the 
to drink by either of her surgeons, she elbow-joint, and from thence to the axilla, 
never positively refused to do so, much and afterwards to the brain. The case 
rather endeavouring than otherwise to warrants, we think, the free excision of 
overcome the great dislike she had to bitten parts at any period after an acci- 
fluids. Mr. Tomkin suggested a trial of dent, as a practice Tikely to prove the best 


the liquor arsenicalis, and the use of un-' prophylactic against the terrible disorder 
guentum veratrie to the arm and throat. |of hydrophobia, and also as one which 


ik Lig. Arsenicalis gutt. xv, in lacte, 
— et repet. in dosibus guttarum x, 4tis 
oris. 


jought to be adopted, if practicable, even 
when the disease has set in, until experi- 
ence shall have decided upon its utility. 
‘ . | Dr. Bardsley, of Manchester, in his ab 
leven a.m. On taking the medi-| article on the subject in the “ Cyclopwdia 
e quantfty of which did not exceed | of Practical Medicine,” quotes a case, re- 
poonful, some severe fits of the | Jated by Professor Rust, where the wound 
nvulsive character were produced, | was excised thirty-one days after the bite, 
ped by distressing tremor, and con-| and after hydrophobic symptoms had ap- 
ction about the chest. Says she has| peared, and where the patient’s life was 
also felt very sick, but has not vomited. | gayed, 
Has had several fits during the night 
without any apparent exciting cause, and | _ 
four this morning since six o'clock. Fore- 
arm painful. One of the wounds slightly 
inflamed. With the concurrence of Mr. 


THREE CASES OF 


Tomkin the bitten parts were freely cut 
away by Mr. Varenne. 

Ik Liq. Arsenic. mv, 4tis horis; Vera- 
trie gr. vii; Adipis3iv. M. Bra- 
chis et coleo infricatur per sex- 
tam hore partem. 


STONE IN THE BLADDER 
TREATED BY 
LITHOTRIPSY. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


9. Eleven a.m. Has had no pain in| Si,—May I request you to insert in 
the fore-arm since the excision, and but | your valuable Journal three moré cases of 
one fit. She was senseless for twenty Calculus treated by lithotripsy, as addi- 
minutes during the night. The ointment, | tional proofs that this operation is effica- 
the entire quantity of which was applied cious in its application, and that its cures 
in the evening, produced a general glow are complete. I have the honour to be, 
over the arm and neck, and scems to have Sir, yours most obediently, 
been serviceable in allaying the pain of HevRTELOvP, M.D. 
the throat, which pain has been constant 18, Holles-street, Cavendish-square, 
for the last two days. Each dose of the! July 30, 1835. 
medicine makes her sick. Aversion to! 
fluids diminished. 

Liq. Arsenicalis gutt. ij, 4tishoris. Rep. 
Unguent. Pars magnitud. nucis a 
lane partibus affectis dtis horis in- 
fricatur. 

15. Since the 9th the patient has been | 
ually improving, though the process : 

degivtition is even at present rather, “ppropriate means.— Recovery of the 
painful, and the trickling of water cannot, Patient since nearly two years. 

be borne without uneasiness. Her gums William Dawson, a soldier, xtat. 28, ex- 
are swelling, probably from the effects of perienced symptoms of stone in the blad- 
the arsenic, which she has been taking in der shortly after his enlistment, but the 
the last-mentioned doseever since. From sensations at first were so slight that for 
the steady progress which hag already three years be paid little or no attention 


Case 1.—Operation performed publicly at 
the Royal Military Hospital, Chelsea— 
Patient aged 28.—Good Constitution.— 
Stricture of the Urethra—Two Calculi 
of considerable size.— Fragments stopping 
behind the Strictured Portion of the 
Urethra.—Removal of these Fragments 
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to them, and continued to discharge his {remain under his for some time; he 
duties. ; Soon after this, however, his suf-| stayed fora couple of months, during which 
ferings gradually increased ; his general! time he did not experience an unpleasant 
health was affected, and he became so! symptom, and was then dismissed. 

weak that he wished to be discharged,! Remarks.—With the exception of the 
considering himself unfit for service. His | stricture, there is no particular feature in 
pain was excessive during long marches, | this case. But I have again to allude to 
and on such occasions he used to void the difficulties which are occasioned by 
bloody urine, at short intervals, and with! strictures, even when they are not veqy 


t pain. He sought for medical advice 


grea 
at last, but attributed the symptoms to a, 


stricture of the urethra which existed at 
that time, not supposing that there was 
calculus. In introducing instruments for 
the purpose of treating the stricture, a 
foreign body was felt in the bladder. The 
patient was made acquainted with the 
cause of his sufferings, but refused to 
undergo the operation of lithotomy which 
was proposed to him at Chatham. 

Shortly after this he was declared unfit 
for service, and received his dismissal; he 
was admitted by particular favour into 
the Military Hospital, Chelsea, under the 
care of Dr. Somerville, who considered 
that although he had refused to be cut 
for the stone, he might not object to litho- 
tripsy, and proposed this operation to him, 
to which he consented unhesitatingly. Dr. 
Somerville kindly recommended this pa- 
tient to my care, and he came to my house 
on the llth of December 1833, to be 
sounded. 

The urethra was moderately capacious, 
but there was a strictured portion at about 
six inches from the meatus uriaarius, 
which, however, allowed the introduction 
of a catheter, No. 11; the bladder was 
rather contractile, not very capacious, and 
contained two oval-shaped calculi of con- 
siderable size, easily moved with the 
vatheter. 

At the request of Dr. Somerville, who 
wished that the operation might be per- 
formed at the Hospital, the first applica- 
tion of the lithotriptic instruments took 
place on the 23rd of December; the two 
calculi were taken and broken in about 
two minutes. A considerable quantity of 
powder and fragments was voided after 
this operation. Three subsequent ones 
performed with the percuteur, at intervals 
of a few days, sufficed to bring away the 
stone that remained in the bladder. 

On the 7th of January, that is, a fort- 
night after the first application, Dawson 
was carefully examined by Dr. Somerville, 
Mr. Lawrance, surgeon to the Royal Mili- 
tary Asylum, and Mr. Heartshorn, con- 
jointly with myself, and no remnant of 
calculus being detected, the patient was 
pronounced cured. 

Dr. Somerville, however, in order that 
the recovery should be confirmed beyon« 
a douht, wished that the patient might 


| considerable. These difficulties arise 
chiefly from the facility with which frag- 
ments of calculus remain behind the con- 
tracted portion of the urethra. This cir- 
/cumstance happened in Dawson's case. 
| After each operation, which produced a 
great number of fragments, I found be- 
hind the stricture a string of fragments 
which it was necessary to remove, and 
some of which required to be broken in 
the urethra, being either too large, or of an 
unfavourable shape, to be extracted entize. 
| This was accomplished by means 
| ticular instruments — to th 
| pose, but which it would be too 
| describe here. Generally speakin 
| sider it preferable to have a patie 
a moderately capacious urethra, than one 
with a very large urethra, which is not 
| equally so in its whole length. It is trae, 
j= the first case we do not sez such large 
fragments voided as in the second; but 
these fragments pass through the urethra 
more readily and do not obstruct it. This 
| patient was operated on in presence of the 
Commandant of the Hospital, Dr. Somer- 
ville, Mr. Lawrance, Mr. Babbage, Mr. 
Bramah, Professor Sedgwick of Cam- 
bridge, Dr. Watson, Mr. Biggs, and many 
other gentlemen of the profession. 

It is nearly two years since the recovery 
of Dawson, and he has not experienced 
the slightest symptom to lead him to fear 
a return of his complaint. 


Case 2.—Patient aged 60.—Weak Con- 
slitution.— Calculus of Mixed Phosphates 
of about an inch in diameter.—Counsider- 
able Disease af the Bladder.— Deep Sac- 
culus in the Bas-fond, in which several 
Fragments were lodyed.—Pulverization 
of these Fragments in the Cavity.—Re- 
covery of the Patient more than a year 
and a half ago. 

Mr. Watson, extat. residing near Bos- 

ton, Lincolnshire, of a weak constitution, 

was thrown from a horse at the age of 15, 

by which two of his ribs were broken, and 

two inguinal hernia were produced; he, 
however, enjoyed pretty good health after 
this till about eight years before I saw 
him. He then experienced pain in the 
loins, but not violent; this continued at 
different intervals, and more or less in- 
tensely, for nearly three years, when he 
experienced symptoms of stone in the 


nd 


bl 
se 
of 
th 
cc 
or 
be 
m 
al 
co 
fo 
Fi 
st 
ar 
m 
si 
sh 
be 
™ 
re 
to 
th 
se 
ad 
th 
th 
co 
w: 
m 
m 
tic 
in 
Cc: 
du 
st 
de 
sa 
i tr 


THE BLADDER, BY LITHOTRIPSY. 


bladder ; these symptoms at first were so 
trifling, that they hardly attracted the 
attention of the patient, but they gradu- 
ally increased in severity, and induced 
him to have medical advice. At the re- 
commendation of several medical gentle- 
men to whom he addressed himself, he 
had recourse to many different medicines, 
which afforded him, however, no perma- 
nent benefit, and finding that the symp- 
toms became almost every day aggravated 
he addressed himself in 1833 to Mr. 
Snaith, of Boston, who examined the 
bladder, detected a calculus, and was good 
enough to recommend the patient to me ; 
he was the more ready to follow the ad- 
vice from having seen just before in a 
Stamford paper an account of several ope- 
rations which I had performed at Notting- 
ham. He arrived in London the 4th of 
January, 1834; he was in a constant state 
ffering, which had worn him out, and 

dl him toa state of great debility, 

e was very frequently voiding thick 

fetid urine. 

e catheter indicated a contracted 
bladder ; a small and sensitive urethra; a 
soft calculus of about an inch in diameter, 
of an irregular shape, and situated near 
the neck of the bladder. The irritable and 
contracted state of the bladder, which 
only allowed a small quanticy of water to 
be injected, rendered the stone almost im- 
moveable. Notwithstanding this unfavour- 


several small fragments were distinctly 
felt. I succeeded in pulverizing them by 
employing an instrument nearly straight, 
having only a curve ofa few lines. These 
pieces being all voided, the most careful 
examinations with straight and curved in- 
struments showed that none remained; 
and the patient returned home, and has 
been ever since perfectly well. 
Remarks.—This case affords a proof that 
the operation of lithotripsy may be con- 
sidered advantageously applicable in cases 
of calculus existing at the same time as 
diseased bladder. Mr. Watson was, in this 
respect, in a very unfavourable state, pre- 
vious to the operation. Many, I am 
aware, consider that lithotripsy should not 
be attempted where there is disease of the 
j bladder, but very frequently it is the 
; best means of removing the bad symp- 
toms. This case also proves that notwith- 
standing an anomalous conformation of the 
bladder, every fragment can be removed ; 
to accomplish this, it is only necessary to 
employ suitable manipulations and proper 
instruments. If, therefore, this can be 
accomplished,in cases of irregularly formed 
| bladders, a fortiori, it may be done where 
'we have to do with one that is regular in 
, its conformation. The opinion therefore 
iwhich would bring this point in ques- 
| tion, is incorrect. 


[Case 3. — Patient aged 17. — Tapaired 


Constitution. Large Litlic-acid Caleu- 
lus.—Eateusive Disease of tie Bladder. - 
Lithotripsy considered ineppliceble, but 
afterwards performed, Lithoiomy being 
looked vpou us too dangerous, end the 
Patient being unwilling to submit to it. 


able condition of the urinary orgaus, 1} 
considered didkotripsy applicable, and per- | 
formed the first operation on the 3rd of , 
February. Jn four appiications of the in- 
struments this calculus was pulverized, | 


and the patient returned to Boston in the 
month of March. 

1 requested him to write to me occa- 
sionally, stating how he felt himself; and 
shortly after bis return I had reason to 
believe by the particulars which he gave 
me, that one or two fragments of calculus 
remained in his bladder; he had occasion 
to pass his water rather more frequently 


| — Four applications of the Percuteur.— 
Recovery, since a year and a ha'f, 


George Draper, son of a farmer, residing 
at Gotham, near Nottingham, seventeen 
years of ege, was troubled with symptoms 
‘of stone in the bladder at the age of 
lsix or seven; he has suffered more or 
jless; the least exercise brought on violer t 


than he should do; and sometimes had a pain, and a discharge of bloody urine. At 
sensation of heat along the urethra. I different periods Mr. Wright and Mr. At- 
advised him, therefore, to come to town; tenburrow, surgeons to the Noffingam 
this he immediately complied with. With Hospital, were consulted; they prescribed 
the recto-curvilinear catheter nothing various treatments, which were foilowed 
could be detected; the bladder, however, | by temporary relief, bat still the disease 
was larger, more dilatable, more regular, | continued to gain groun@é. Mr. Wright 
much less sensitive, and altogether in aj proposed to the patient several 
much better state than before the opera-| years ago; but he refused to sulnnit. 
tion. This quiescent state of the bladder | Things continued in the same state until I 
induced me to continue the exploration. had occasion to go to Nottingham to per- 
Catheters of various shapes were intro- form several operations of li/holripsy. 
duced, and at last I discovered with a} Mr. Wright mentioned and explained this 
straight one, behind the neck of the blad- {operation to Draper, who, hoping that ifa 
der, and quite to the left, a depression or| stone was discovered he might be ered 
sacculus into which the instrument pene-| by another operation than that of rans | 
trated nearly eninch, In this depression! consented to be sounded. I accompan! 
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Mr. Wright to Gotham ; the patient was 
in a deplorable state, weak and reduced 
by the constant pain under which he la- 
boured, and which at times was so acute 
as to call from him loud and continued 


when I had the pleasure of secing him, 
that young Draper had been free from 
every unpleasant sensation, and was in 
perfect health. 

Remarks.—This case is very important, 


thrieks, and voiding frequently and in|inasmuch as it proves, in the first place, 
small quantities fetid and turbid water. | that very large calculi can in a very short 
The urethra was capacious, the bladder time be removed by lithotripsy. Four ope- 
contracted, and the catheter was prevented rations of about three minutes duration 
from being passed into it, by a large aad | sufficed to accomplish this, It might per- 
rough calculus, against which the instru-| haps have required as much time to ex- 
ment struck, as if it hid been against/tract it by lithotomy, which operation 
something immoveable, such as awall. | sometimes lasts longer than twelve mi- 
Taking into consideration all the symp-| nutes. In the second place, it shows 
toms ; the reduced condition and excessive that large calculi may be removed by 
sensibility of the patient; the inflamed lithotripsy at an early age; the patient was 
state of the bladder, and, above all, the but seventeen. In the third place it proves, 
size of the stone, I thought it right to ex-/as do the preceding case and many 
press the doubts 1 entertained as to the | others, that voluminous stones can be 
success of lithotripsy, and refused to un-!| brought away, notwithstanding consider- 
dertake the case. Mr. Wright, however,|able disease of the bladder. And in the 
who looked upon lithotomy as being last place, it indicates that an erron 
equally dangerous, and to which, more-/ opinion is held by those who suppose 
over, the patient would not submit, urged! a calculus, when broken into frag 
that something should be done to remove | produces an increase of pain and irri 
such acute sufferings, which must unavoid- | this circumstance is exceedingly rare; 
ably soon terminate in death, and was of | the present case, after the first application 
opinion that notwithstanding the disad- of the instrument, the patient felt imme- 
vantages of the case, I should employ al! diate and great relief; and if to this we 
the means I had in my power to give re- add that this effect has come under my 
lief. I yielded to an opinion so just, and observation in nearly two hundred cases, 
the patient was conveyed to London on/we may look upon this clinical point as 


the 17th February 1834. 

The unremitting and skilful attentions 
of Mr. Wright had ameliorated the state 
of the patient: the bladder was rather 
more dilatable ; and on examination with 
the recto-curvilinear catheter, proved the 
existence of a heavy, rough, lithic-avid 
calculus, about as large as a small hen’s 
egg, and rendered im:mwoveable by its size. 

The first operation was performed on 
the 5th of March, with a percufeur suit- 
ably armed (having the teeth properly con- 
structed and arranged); a calculus was 
taken which the instrument showed to be 
an inch and a half in its smallest diameter, 
and was broken by a percussion appropri- 
ately applied. Two of the largest frag- 
ments were afterwards scized and broken 
in the same way. 

Immediately after this operation, the 
patient perceived that the most serious 
symptoms under which he was labouring 
when ,he came to town had almost en- 
tirely disappeared ; although there still 
remained in the bladder several consi- 
derable fragments. He was so well, that 
in three other applications of the instru- 
ments, performed at a few days interval, 
the whole of this volaminous calculus was 
removed, and he returned home perfectly 
well on the 3lst of March. Mr. Wright, 
who has had the goodness to observe the 
patient, told me only a few weeks back 


‘completely cleared up and confirmed. 


| 


| ABSTRACT OF THE EVIDENCE OF 


MEMBERS or rae ROYAL COLLEGE 
OF SURGEONS IN LONDON, 


TAKEN BEFORE THE 


PARLIAMENTARY MEDICAL 
COMMITTEE IN 1834. 


EVIDENCE OF 
MR. WILLIAM LAWRENCE. 


| 450. “ What professional appointments 
do you hold ?”—** I am surgeon and lec- 
turer at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, sur- 
geon to Bedlam, and a member of the 
Council of the Royal College of Surgeons.” 

451. “ Do you approve of the present 
constitution of the Council?’—“ 1 think 
the mode of electing the Council ought to 
be altered. It is unpopular: it is not 
suited to present opinions and practices. 
The electors should be the general body of 
those who practise surgery, exclading 
those who combine with surgery any other 
branch of practice ; yet I should not pro- 
pose an absolute exclusion, and then the 
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BEFORE THE PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE. 
| this general board, or after their examina- 


electors in my opinion, of their 
own accord elect no men on the Council 
who practise either pharmacy or mid- 
wifery, and therefore the present by- 
laws which exclude the latter would be 
unnecessary.” 


452. “ Ought midwifery to be one of 


your subjects of examination ?”—“ I think 
it should be ordered to be sfudied. If 1 
had to lay down a plan for the examina- 
tion of those who wish to practise the 
profession, I should think it preferable to 
constitute a Board composed of pAysicians, 
surgeons, general practitioners, and persons 
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tion by that board; and the College of 
Surgeons would have to examine those 
who mean to practise surgery only, thus 
undergoing a more strict examination than 
the general practitioners. The education 
for general practitioners should conpre- 
hend the smallest amount of study neces- 
sary. I think it desirable that the regu- 
lation requiring an apprenticeship should 
no longer be enforced.” 

459. “ Is not more conveyed to the ear 
by the College injunction of a six years’ 
course of study, than is really attained by 


conversant with midwifery, and all per-|it when its working comes to be inquired 


sons who enter the medical profession, 
should undergo an examination by such a 
board. 1 have not considered the details 


necessary for carrying it into execution.” 
453. “ Should the persons who are to! 
examine be combined in one board, and 
the examination conducted in one place ?” | 
es.” } 

“ Would you advise that graduates | 
titioners might be present at exa- 


into ?”—“ ] think there is, and that four 
years, with a good general education, 
would be sufficient for a general practi- 
tioner,—one or two years of which might 
be spent in those duties which are per- 
formed by apprentices of gencral practi- 
tioners, and the remainder devoted to 
studies in efficient medical schools.” 

460. “ Ought there to be two grades 
in the profession?” —“ think it de- 


mifiations for the diploma ?”—“I think it sirable. And those of the higher grade 
would not be advisable to hare an audience | should be the only electors of the Coun- 
of any kind at those examinations, the ob-|cil of the College, and the only sur- 
ject being to ascertain what a man knows |geons eligible into the Council? Ido not 
of his profession, not the strength of his think it would be advantageous that the 
nerves, or his presence of mind.” jelections into the Council should be per- 

455. “ Does not the presence of a pub- formed by the general body of members of 
lic ensure the fairness of the conduct of| the Coliege. 1 beg to say further, that J 
the Examiners, and their knowledge of! believe the elections into the Council hare 
that on which they examine ?”—“ It would | been, and are, conducied fairly; that the 
have that effect to a certain extent, but fittest persons have been chosen, though it 
this advantage is not sufficient to counter- | leads to the suspicion of unfair preference 


balande the disadvantage which would 
arise from the timidity of the candidate. 
I would not add to his difficulties by ad- 
mitting spectators.” 

456. “ Ought not examiners in anatomy, 
physiology, and surgery, daily to witness 
dissectioms ?”—“ I do not think that ne- 
cessary.” 

457. “ Are the present divisions of the 
profession, into four distinct departments 
of practice, expedient ?”—“ Certainly. In- 
deed I think it advisable to depart as little 
as possible from institutions with which 
long usage has familiarized the public. 1 
therefore think it expedient to maintain 


the College of Physicians, the College of 
Surgeons, and, perhaps, the Society of| 
Apothecaries as a trading body, who 1) 


or exclusion.” 

461. “ Would you admit into this higher 
grade superior persons who practised 
pharmacy Certainly.” 

462. “ How many such electors would 
there probably be?”—“I think there 
would be between 50 and 100.” 

463. “ Would there be enough of a 
popular form of the election to render it 
agreeable to the whole members of the 
College ?”—*“ I think it ought to be agree- 
able and satisfactory to them.” 

464. “ The mode of electing members 
into your Council is such as to render 
persons once passed over ineligible for 
ever afterwerds ?”—“ Perhaps it might be 
well to alter that usage.” 

465. “ Very distinguished members of 


deem to be unfit for the duty they now the College have also been within an ace 

perform.” ,of being passed over, and permanently 
458. “ Suppose you take from the Col- excluded from the Council ?”—*I have 

leges of Physicians and Surgeons the not any knowledge of such an occur- 

daties of examining and supervising the | rence.” 

profession, and give it to a general board,| 466. “ Do you believe that such cases 

as you s what would then re-| have occurred ?”—“ It is possible.” 

main for the two Colleges to do?”—“ The; 467. “ What opinion did you entertain 

College of Physicians would have to ex-|in 1826 of the regulations which the Court 

amine physicians, either independently of |of Examiners of the College had made re- 
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spocting the recognition of schools and 
to say what 
opinions J did or did not entertain in 1826. 

generai recollection of 
the estimation in which you held those 


hospitais cannot pretend 


aGo.” 
“ Have youa 


regulations in 1826 ?”—“ I have a general 
remembrance, that when | turned my at- 


They used to be given, but I believe they 
have been abandoned.” 


474. “May not their iti 
by the Council be the principal reason for 
their being abandoned ?”—“ 1 do not 
think it is, for they were still delivered 
after their non-recognition. They are not 
only disagreeable, but very unhealthy in 


tention to those regulations (which I was summer.” 

led to do by an accidental ecircumstance)| 475. “ The following remarks were made 
I thought rather meaaly of them in many on the non-recognition of summer courses 
respects, aND 1 EXPRESSED MY OPINIONS | of lectures, in the resolutions of the meet- 
TO THAT EFFECT.” jing which assembled at the Freemasons’ 


469. “la a work published in 1826) Tavern in 1826:—‘ Resolved, That the 


there is this opinion expressed :—‘ ‘The | regulations first promulgated and acted 
Court of Examiners, by whom this regu- upon in 1823, prescribing the course of 
lation was made and published, consisted; stady required of candidates for the di- 
of’ such and such persons, ‘ The last) ploma, contain provisions of the most op- 
eight out of those ten individuals were | pressive character, injurious to the rights 
surgeons of London hospitals; and some of| and property of individuals, calculated to 
them had near relations and connexions in increase the expenses and difficulties of ac- 
similar situations. Some of them, and the quiring surgical knowledge, AND TO SERVE 
near relatives and connexions of some,| THE PRIVATE INTERESTS OF THE . 
gave lectures on anatomy and surgery, but INERS BY WHOM THEY WERE 
only winter courses. At the medical) Thus certificates of attendance ow 
schools of the several hospitals at which|mer courses of anatomical and surgical 
the members of the Court of Examiners} lectures and dissections are no longer re- 
who made the above regulation were sur- | ceived, althongh such certificates hat ale 
geons, no summer courses of lectures on| ways heretofore been admitted indiscri- 
anatomy and surgery are given, but only minately with those of winter eourses ; 
winter courses.’ Is it not desirable, Mr.!and lecturers, inferior to none in. esta- 
Lawrence, that the Council should be so, blished reputation for ability, knowledce, 
constituted as not to he subject to any|and usefulness, had been in the habit of 
such imputations as the fore soing?"—“ | teaching anatomy during the summer to 
remember the passage that has beea read, | large classes of pupils, although such oppor- 
beeanse J recognise it as one of my orn | tunities of employing in ANATOMICAL PUR- 
no slight proof of goodness | scits the five months of comparative leisure 
in the existing constitution of the Covucil,' and loayer daylight, from Maw to October, 
that the grievances complained of in that | MUST BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO ALL ZKAE@ 
work have been nearly all, if not all, sub-' ous and PARTICULARLY CON- 
sequently rectified,” VENIENT AND DESIRABLE TO THOSE 
470. “The question is not whether|wHose TIME AND PECUNIARY MEANS 
those complaints were well-founded or i!l-| Are timirep.’ This resolution was car- 
founded, but whether it is not desirable}ried unanimously. You ther@ore, Mr. 
that the Council and the Court of Exam-j} Lawrence, were not a dissentient from 
inera should be so coustituted as not to be jit. Do you still hold the same opinions ?” — 
liable to such imputations?”—* Unques-|“ I beg to observe that AppITIONAL 
tionably.” KNOWLEDGE and FURTHER REFLECTION 
471. “ Ought the teachers in private, have induced me to ALTER MANY OF THE 
schools to be admissible into the Council,| vinws I ENTERTAINED AT THAT TIME.” 
or Court of Examiners ?"—“ Just asothers,! 476. “ Do you now think that the Col- 


according to their character and rank in 
the profession; but then I think that 
some means might he devised of enabling 
the College to judge of the qualifications 
of teachers before they recognise teachers 


at all. There ought to be some more, 


efficient inquiry than there is at present 
into those points. 

472. “ Ought summer courses of ana- 
tomy to he admitted by the Councii?”— 
“ think ought not.” 

473. “If it were not for the regulations 
of the Council, would not summer courses 
be given?“ I do not think they would. 


lege ought not to recognise summer 
courses?” —“ | do not think it is a mat- 
ter of much consequence, for I de not he- 
lieve Yiat summer courses would be given, 
| whether they were recognised or not.” 
477. “ The next resolution of the mect- 
ing at the Freemasons’ Tavera was this :— 
‘Secondly; certificates of attendance on 
/anatomical and surgical lectures and dis- 
sections are not to be received in future, 
except from surgeons and physicians to 
London hospitals, or from others who are 
;Vaguely and unintelligibly described as 


)‘ persons teaching in a school acknow- 


| 

be | 

gar 

lect 

ced: 

4 

Coll 

ten 

situ 

Gla 

ro! 

adui 

pita 

*Th 

of 

dent 

Coll 
ing. 
tion 

havi 

crea 

havi 

ant 

entr 

prof 

thro 

sing 

of 

tion 

OF 
sons 

of E 


av 


ledged by the medical establishment of 
one of the recognised i or from 
the professors of anatomy and 
su in the universities of Dublin, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, and Aberdeen.’ 
This oppressive innovation confines the 
honourable and lucrative of 
teaching ana and surgery TO A FEW 
INDIVIDUALS, conferring it on them from 
an distinction, often independent 
of personal merit, by excluding all other 
however great their abilities 
ives talent and 


competition, the 
surest sources of excellence. Of the ten 
examiners whose names are signed to this 
attempt at erecting the teaching of ana- 
tomy and surgery into @ monopoly for the 
benefit of a few individuals, eight were at 
that time London Hospital surgeons. 
This resolution was carried unanimously. 
What do you think of it now?”—“ I re- 
tain the same opinion on those points that 
I didthen. The Committce are of course 


aware that the regulations co:plained of, 


in these resolutions have been since alter- 
ed. That the Council have changed their 
opinion, may be collected from the cir- 
cumstance of their having remodelled 
their regulations.” 


478. “ You think that if any fault is to 
be found with the present regulations re- 
pot the recognition of schools and 


lecturers, it is that the Council have con- 
ceded too much ?”—“ Decipepty so.” 

479. “The resolutions go on: ‘ The 
College will receive no certificates of at- 
tendance on an hospital, unless it shall be 
situated in London, Edinburgh, Dublin, 
Glasgow, or Aberdeen.’ Did you disap- 
= of the exclusion of the provincial 

ospitals?”—*“ I did, and the subsequent 
admission of certificates 9 those hos- 
pitals has been very prope 

480. “ Another janbalien is as follows : 
‘That the master, wardens, and court 
of assistants of the corporation (the presi- 
dent, vice-presidents, and council of the 
College), having been in the habit of shar- 
ing among themselves a considerable por- 
tion of the diploma fees, and consequently 
having a direct interest in in- 
creasing the number of such admissions, 
have been so unmindful of their import- 
ant public duty (that of preventing the 
entrance of improper persons into the 
profession), that they have affected to go! 
through the forms of examination, in a 
single evening, with so great a number 


BY WILLIAM LAWRENCE: 


of candidates, as to render such examina- 
tion PERFECTLY NUGATORY, AS A TEST! 
OF QUALIFICATION; and that many per-! 
— who have been admitted by the Court 


and whose names are still Here, gentlemen, is the 


found in the annual list of the College,* 
have been regular advertising quacks, 
venders of secret medicines, which they 
puffed into notice by the usual arts 
of advertisements in the newspapers and 
placards in the public streets.’ Are these 
remarks applicable to the present Board of 
Examiners ?”—“ In the first place I beg to 
observe that, as chairman, it was my duty 
to take the sense of the mecting on the 
resolutions submitted to its consideration. 
It does not follow that I concurred in the 
whole of them. I do not feel myself an- 
swerable for every detail in the passages 
you have now read: at all events the re- 
marks are inapplicable to the present state 
of things. 1 believe that since the time 
alluded to, the duty of the Examiners has 
been fairly and properly performed. They 
no longer examine, in one and the same 


.’| evening, such a number of persons as is 


there spoken of. On the contrary, they 
limit themselves to such a number as can 
be effectively examined.” 

481. “ Anotherresolution adverts to the 
Council neglecting to prepare a catalogue 
of the Huntecrian Museum, to provide a 
college library, and to render them both 
accessible to the members of the College?” 
—“The College have most amply re- 
deemed their character upon both those 
points.” 

482. “Is the bust of Sir Everard Home 
placed in the Hunterian Museum ?"—*“1 
dare say it is there now.” 

483. “Were not some cases of indivi- 
dual hardship occasioned by the regula- 
tions which you condemned in 1826?"— 
“There were; and it was those cases of 
individual hardship that induced me to 
take part in the questions which then 
arose.” 

484. “ What were those cases?” —* I do 
not remember the details of them. I re- 
member that there were two gentlemen, 
one whose name was Kiernan, and another 
whose name was Bennett, who, I thought, 
were injured by the regulations of the 
College.” 

485. “At the meeting in question, did 
you animadvert on the imperfect course 
of study and examination required by the 
regulations of the College ?”—*“I believe 
I did.” 

486. “Your attention is requested to 
the following passage (in a report of one 
of Mr. Lawrence’s Speeches) : —‘ In laying 
down a course of study which is required 
of those who present themselves for ex- 
amination, the Court of Examiners have 
given us their notion of surgical educa. 
tion. A document, emanating from such 


‘an authority, and designed as a guide to 


the profession, claims our close attention. 
bill of fare pre- 
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industry of their just reward, anc it extin- _ 
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sented to us by the College. Here we isimpossibl 


AGAINST SURGICAL REFORM. 
le to draw a line between them. 


have a description of the branches of A properly-edncated surgeon should un- 


knowledge which the Council deem requi- 
site to qualify a person for practising the 
art of surgery. We know that the six 
years which they require to be devoted to. 
the acquisition of professional knowledge, 
are chiefly spent in the state of apprentice 
ship; and, consequently, that the greater | 
pat of that long period wall be occapied tice. 
in compounding medicines. Dismissing, 
then, from our consideration this general | 
statement about six years, let us consider 
the particular studies prescribed in the 
rest of the regulations, and sce what time 
these studies will occupy. Three winter 
conrses of anatomical lectures, one or 
more winter courses of chirurgical lec- 
tures, two winter courses of dissections, 
and twelve months’ attendance of chirur- 
gical practice of an hospital. This is, in- 
deed, a most scanty list of studies. Instead 
of comprehending the various branches 
of knowledge ni to constitute an 
accomplished surgeon, we should rather 
have deemed it an attempt to show the 
smallest amount of scientific acquirement 
with which it might be possible to carry on 
the trade of surgery. Can you conceive, 
gentlemen, tnat the minds capable of draw- 
ing up that list, and of exhibiting it to the 
public as a fit guide for surgical students, 
are qualified to direct the important business 
of education, and worthy of presiding over 
the profession of surgery? Although the 
Examiners have shown themselves so par- | 
ticular in determining the season at which 
and the persons by whom knowledge shall 


‘derstand medicine; and if he understands 
it, I can see no reason why he should not 
ractise it. The J/eading surgeons 
don, none of them have so > oe aaah 
knowledge of medicine, perhaps, as might 
| be wished ; but I conceive they are not so 
deficient as to be disqualified for the prac- 


} 489. “ A large portion of the practice of 
the surgeon being medical, ought not the 
course of study and examination pre- 
scribed by the Council of your College to 
comprehend pharmacy and therapeutics?” 
— “Unquestionably, and the prezent 
course of study and examination enjoined 
by the College, must be considered as very 
imperfect, if it be regarded as a course of 
medical education. The physician, aiso, 
if he had studied surgery, should be al- 
lowed to practise it.” 

90. ** In 1826 you attributed the causes 
of all the grievances complained of, to the 
defective constitution of the Council of the 
College : you said ‘ The cause of the griev- 
ances which we have to complain of, seems 
to me, gentlemen, clearly and distinctly 
traceable to the originally defective con- 
stitution of the authority from which they 
have proceeded. Self-elecied and irre- 
sponsible bodies have always been found 
the most unsafe depositories of power. If, 
|moreover, the members Ahold their offices 

for life, all the elements of misgorernment 
are combined; and we may safely antici- 
pate, that the public good will be sacrificed 
to private interests. Under the preseut 


he communicated, they are not unreason- constitution, the Council Aare the power of 
able, either in the number of studies, or filling up vacancies in their own body, and 
the time required to complete them. AM are thus enabled to admit or cxclude par- 
that the foregoing resolution requires, can ‘ticular descriptions of persons, fo indulge 
be accomplished in rather less than siateen friendly or unfriendly feelings. These ap- 
months.’ — Pray, Mr. Lawrence, is the | pointments, in which not only the whole 
course of study now required by the Col- | profession, but the public, are interested, 
lege, liable to the snimadversions you take place IN sECRET concLAVE. Thus 
made on the course prescribed in 1824?" | every facility is afforded for the exercise of 
—“I feel much flattered by the circum-|farcur or prejudice, and all the checks 
stance of so great attention having heen | against abuse ere entirely neglected.’ Now, 
paid to any production of mine. The Mr. Lawrence, do you still entertain the 
passage just read contains what J still think | same opinion you did when you addressed 
a just argument on that course of study.| the meeting in 1826, of the inexpediency 
Some ot the remarks are perhaps ofintrusting power toa Council so chosen?” 
partly applicable to the course now ,—*I have already stated, that I thought 
ermerk by the College: they cannot, | the constitution of the Council objection- 
however, be applied in their Sull extent, able, on account of the unpopular mode of 


since the regulations have been materially | filling up the vacancies, and I do not now 


altered.” | think it would be an advisable proceeding, 
487. “Is it not essential to bear in| to carry on the deliberations of the Coun- 

mind that the education of the general|cil 1n rustic. Indeed I believe that 

practitioner must not he rendered ex- | every just ground of complaint entertained 

pensive ?”—“ That point must be con-/at that time has been removed. I dare 

stantly kept in view.” say the public discussion had some share 
488. “Has not surgical science become | in their removal.” 

medico-chirurgical, if not medical ?"—“ It! 491. “ It was not until after the discus- 
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sions which took place at the public} 501. “Do not the country hospitals, 
mectings that were held, that the Council from the smaller number of students, ad- 
abandoned any of the regulations that) mit of their observing the cases with 
were complained of ?”—* 1 believe not.” | greater accuracy ?” — “ Unquestionably ; 
492. “To whose neglect was the de- but there is a very inferior field of ob- 
struction of the Hunterian manuscripts servation in small hospitals.” 
attributable?” —“ I do not know that; 502. “To whom ought the recognition 
neglect was attributable toanybody. Ido of hospitals and schools to be entrusted ?” 
not know that those manuscripts were ever —‘ To the examining board or boards.” 
the property of the public. think nobody 503. * Would you have any appeal in 
could have suspected that Sir Everard case of improper judgment ?”—* No, I 
Hiome, wader such circumstances, would would not.” 
destroy the manuscripts.” | 504. “ What steps, if any, would you 
493. “ Putting aside the legal question, advise to be taken, to put down irregular 
as to whom the property of the manuscripts | practitioners ?""—* The distinction | should 
was vested in, does not great blame attach make, would be to prevent all unqualified 
to any person who destroyed the manu- persons from following medicine, as a 
seripts?”—* There cannot be two opinions gainful occupation. You cannot prevent 
on that subject.” | the head of a family, or a neighbour, from 
494. “Are ten members more than) giving advice, or administering a dose of 
enough for the court of examiners?"— medicine. But I think a person ought 
“T think they are, if they only examine not to be allowed to exercise the medical 
one person at a time.” | profession, as a calling, and for the pur- 
495. “ If men of sufficient eminence poses of gain, under the pretext of pos- 
could be found younger than thirty-six, sessing a knowledge which he does not 
should you see any objection to their being possess. In fact, as patients may choose 
examiners ?"—“ None at all. Many com- educated practitioners, perhaps it might 
petent examiners might, I think, be found not be worth while to interfere with igno- 
between the age of twenty-five and thirty-| rant pretenders.” 
six.” 505. “ Would you advise any steps to 
496. “ Does the election of the medical be taken respecting the qualitication of 
officers of hospitals by the subscribers to druggists ?”—“ I think if they are to prac- 
the hospitals, lead to any evil ?"—“ I do tise medically, as they do now, they ought 
not know what other mode of election to be educated and examined as medical 


could be adopted ; and J am not aware that 
it does lead to any evil.” 

497. “Should you approve of limiting 
the choice of hospital surgeons to those 
members of the profession who belonged 


to the higher grade in surgery ?"—“ Un-| 
doubtedly, I think that ought to be so. d 
But it would rest with the governors whe- | 
ther they would restrict themselves in that | 


Way or not.” 


498. © In electing to the offices of phy-| 
sician to the metropolitan bospitals, do the! 
Fellows of the College of Physicians possess | 


any advantages over the ficentiates of that 
College?"—*“ 1 have understood that the 
fellows of the College of Physicians gene- 
rally act in a body, and give their support 
to some one individual of their number. 
doubt whether the licentiates act under the 
same discipline.” 

499. “ Do you maintain the opinion 
which you expressed in 1826, that there 
are peculiar advantages belonging to small 
hospitals ?’~—“ 1 made some remarks upon 
that in the publication before referred to; 
but I should not insist upon the validity of 
those remarks.” 

500. “ Is the number of students at the 
large hospitals so great as to diminish the 
power of making minute and accurate 


persons.” 
| 506. “ You believe that, to a great ex- 
tent, they do practise medically ?”"—“ A 
person stands behind the counter in most 
druggists’ shops, from whom patients get 
advice, and they buy the medicine he or- 
ers.” 
507. “ Ought the general practitioner 
to be allowed to charge for attendance, 
‘instead of medicine?”—* 1 think it rea- 
sonable. At present I do not know that 
he can recover anything for attendance. 
I should be very sorry myself to pay ac- 
cording to the physic, if I was ill.” 

508. “ Is there any other point that you 
wish to state to the Committee ?”—* I 
have nothing to offer. 1 did not come as 


I/a volunteer, but upen summons.” 


DUBLIN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. 


On the 3rd of Angust, being the first 
Monday in the month, the Dublin College 
quarter! 


of Surgeons held a “ chartered iy 
meeting.” 

Assistant Secretary Harrison galloped 
through the reports from the several 


ob-| standing committees, treasury, finance, 


servation ?"—“ Not generally.” 


library, and museum, dwelling with par- 


DEBATES ON VARIOUS SUBJECTS AT THE 


ticular emphasis on that from “ Museum 
C.,” which conveyed the gratifying intel- 
ligence that all the bottles had been 
neatly painted, and that several prepara- 
tions in natural history, which had long 
presented an anonymous aspect, 


He devoted an equal portion of eloquence 
to the no less gratifying part of the “ Li- 
rt,” which informed the en- 
chained auditors that, from the same desire 
of display, all the lent books had been 
called in, and put in their places at home, 
where they might perform the brilliant 
part of fixed stars, instead of pursuing 
the erratic course of erratic planets. Not 
one word, however, did the report say 
concerning the just-achieved expulsion of 
the independent portion of the medical 
press from the library of the College—that 
press which, single-handed, has combated 
and beaten into the region of utter disgrace 
and weakness the fellow College in London, 
backed though it was by every influence 
acquired during a long course of iniquity, 
every aid that corruption could com- 
mand-—that press which has reduced to 
its just dimensions the English College of 
Physicians, surrounded as it was by the 
incrusting and protecting antiquities of 
four hoary centuries of existence—that 
which has shaken the medical mo- 
nopolies of the universities to their very 
bases,—which has untied, exposed, and 
broken to pieces, the impudently fabri- 
cated bonds with which the Company of 
Druogsellers in Blackfriars had surrounded 
and crippled medical science,—and which 
now has unveiled and disrobed from the 
obscurity in which distance and neglect 
had enveloped it, that fastness of mono- 
poly and corruption, the College of Sur- 
geons in Dublin, the usurping inhabitants 
of whose walls now quailing for safety, 
think by removing one tube of the ten- 
thousand-barrelled “ terrible machine” 
from the library of their secret cham- 
bers, to save from destruction the place of 
unjust power and the hall of professional 
iniquity! Vain thought! The efforts of 
a thousand corporators cannot hinder the 
profession from possessing free institu- 
tions, and opening to merit the widest 
field for exertion and reward. What then 
can an Irish biblio-chirurgical brigade 
effect, though headed by such knights as 
we find in the persons of the redoubted 
heroes, WitLiaMs the brave,and BARKER 
the valiant? 

Mr. Harrison next brought forward 
his motion for the foundation of a pro- 
fessorship of medical botany. He thought 
the time had come for such a thing; 


there was a demand for botany tickets by 
the Apothecaries’ Halls, and the A 
and East India Boards, &c. He did thin 
the College should consider the conveni- 
ence of its pupils, and not send them out 
of doors for their tickets. At the same 
time he did not wish to legislate in a 
hurry, but wishing to be quite candid and 


. | fair with the College, he would not press 


the election of a professor until June next. 

Dr. Jacos seconded the motion. 

Mr. Porter would not, of course, offer 
any opposition thereto, but wished merely 
to put Mr. Harrison in possession of some 
information on the subject. He held a 
professorship on this subject in Park 
Street, and when applying to have the 
tickets received, he was met with the 
question, “ What means have you of de- 
monstrating the subjects? Have you a 
botanical garden?” He made the best 
answer he could, and said a great deal 
about Aortus sicens, but in vain. Two in- 
stitutions declined his tickets; one he 
thought was the Hall, and the other he 
forgot at the moment. Let the College 
take care that the same thing did not hap- 
pen to that institution. 

Mr. Harrison did not think that any 
one could use the College so ill, after 
they had put forth their manifesto. Be- 
sides, a garden was scarcely necessary, for 
there was only one in all London, and 
that was at Chelsea, and yet there were 
several lecturers on botany in London. 

Mr. Wricut thought that the Royal 
Dublin Society would afford the use of 
their gardens. 

A Memaer. “ Yes, if you appoint their 
professor.” 

Mr. Harnison intimated that he had 
been consulted, but that he would not 
accept the useless office; the foundation 
was regularly laid, and a salary given, 
which the College could not do. 

Dr. Jacon was not to be scared b - 
fles; he said the professorship ought to 
be established, and he was quite sure that 
some one would be found willing to lec- 
ture for the honour of the thing (cries of 
“ Would you do so?"), The professor’s ex- 
penses would most likely be defrayed in the 
first year by the sale of his “ certificates.” 
He would not recommend the College to 
create a botanical garden, because it would 
cost too much money — 200/. a year.* But 


* Strange anxiety to spare the fands of the College 
in a matter which is well calealated to create a 
source of utility and gratification to the great body 
of members, and might be rendered materially 
subservient to the purposes of science, on the part 
of one who draws double the som, in one shape or 
another, from the same public purse, to defray the 
expenses of his and Mr. Harrison's demonstrations 
of the human body before any persons 
licentiates and members of the t 
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the individual who might be’ appointed 
could easily take a bit of ground, and per- 
form the duty sufficiently well, for 25/. 
per annum. Only let the professor be 
appointed, and the requisites would soon 
follow. 

Mr. Harrison again wished to be open 
and fair with the College, which he did 
not want to cheat. He would candidly 
say, that he had in contemplation to move 
also, that the certificate of botany should 
be made incumbent or compulsory on their 
own pupils. 

Mr. Porter objected to throwing so 
much occupation on the time of the stu- 


dent: so also did two or three more speak- 


ers. 

Dr. SmMau thought it would be very 
inconsistent in the College to provide 
merely for a foreign market: if it was 
thought fit to found the professorship, 
the other motion ought certainly tu go on 


pari passu. 

It was then agreed that the bill should 
be forwarded a stage, and lie over for 
future consideration. However, another 
post and source of patronage may be con- 
sidered as complete—for Park Street. 

Mr. Wricur postponed, until next 
quarter day, his motion for premiums to 
be paid out of the College funds for prize 
essays, Which are to be considered as the 
“ Transactions of the College.” 

Mr. Evanson (who closely rivals Mr. 
Haratson in eloquence, and is by some 
thought even to surpass him in the row-et- 
preterea-nihil department—in English call- 
ed “rigmarole”) next brought forward his 
motion for the grant of 50/. for the best 
essay ou the Concours. He did so merely to 
show his own consistency and sincerity in 
wishing to introduce real reform into me- 
dical institutions, and to confer their 
honours on the most deserving persons. 
This he believed to be the feeling of the 
majority of the members, notwithstanding 
all aspersions to the contrary. With this 
view he brought forward his former mo- 
tion, the fate of which all of them remem- 
bered. It had, in fact, fallen to the ground, 
though an increased committee had been 
appointed to consider the question; but 
they had seized on the infant of his loins, 
and, with excess of fostering care, had 
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|and justly, they, instead of destroying the 
‘question, having actually made a law on 
the subject. It should be remembered, 
| that the Court had liberty to institute pro- 
| bationary lectures. 

| Mr. Exvtis felt bound to oppose the 
motion, as it would be in his mind anillegal 
_infringement on the College fands. 

| Dr. T. Bearry was quite satisfied that 
the measure was perfectly legal. They 
_were incorporated to teach; therefore to 
pay for teaching ; and therefore to pay for 
|elucidating the most approved mode of 
teaching. The thing was quite evident 
| —quod erat demoustrandum. 

Dr. SMALL must oppose the motion on 
'the very grounds on which Dr. Evanson 
had advocated it; he did not think that 
‘any benefit was likely to arise. The subject 
of the concours was now, in fact, quite 
hacknied, and sufficiently understood : the 
|College had spoken their mind freely 
‘enough on it by a recent proceeding; in 
fact, they had assumed that they were well 
informed on the matter, and had, as the 
assistant secretary had stated, made a law 
‘thereon. In short, he could not view the 
;matter either as “ useful” or judicious ; 
‘nor, in fact, as “legal.” If the College 
purse was to be opened, let it be in favour 
of something likely to confer general 
_ advantage. 

| Mr. Wittiams took quite an opposite 
view, and considered that incalculable 
‘benefit would arise from pursuing the 
proposed course. On no other subject 
were the wisest heads more divided, and 
this was the best, in fact the only way to 
, Solve the question. 

| The motion was then passed, and the 
committee revived. 

| Dr. Brenan having now entered the 
room, begged (in order to maintain his 
|own consistency in not having protested 
against the outlay of any College money 
‘with a view to aid the College school) to 
‘move an instruction to the Committee, 
|that they be directed to consider and re- 
| port how the College school can be made 
useful in any way to the members at large. 
| Dr. Evanson.—Sir, I must oppose any 
such motion, as it involves an insult to the 
professors in the school, and of course to 


strangled the child. To give further proof , the College. ae 

of his sincerity and consistency, he moved,! Dr. Brenan begged of the individual 
in conclusion, for the revival of the child-| who had just bounced up, to be a little 
killing committee, to consider the best more guarded in his expressions. Nothing 
means of putting his motion into execu- | was further from his wish than to insult 
tion. —_ meeting or any other assembly; he 


Mr. Harrison seconded the motion, | was as little capable of being guilty of an 


and agreed jn all that the “ learned Doc- insult, as the honourable gentleman who 
tor” had said, except on the subject of the jhad just sat down; he would even say 


Assistant-secretary Hannrison insisted 
2T 


murder, which he must deny, the Com- 
mittee having acted candidly, sincerely, 
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that Mr. Evanson was right, and that the | such thing/but he wasat liberty to imagine 
motion could not be entertained. such a case. 
Dr. Jacos rose, and with much fury! Dr. Jacon, uttering loud criesof “hear,” 
ny of attacks and side-wind blows on | “ hear,” suggested, that he (Dr. J.) might 
e school. He was at length, however, just as well give notice of motion to make 
pulled down and held by some friends. ducks and drakes of the Peter-street School, 
Several of the tail here also opposed the | in order to render it useful to members. 
motion. | He then proceeded to launch into the trou- 
Dr. Brenan said he would be guided bled waters upon which he so frequently 
by the chair. flounders, but was called to order by the 
Dr. Smut begged, before the chair! president. 
ruled on the subject, to remark that ithad| Mr. Harrison resumed, and insisted 
always been boasted by gentlemen on the againon his three precedents, and protested 
other side, but with what degree of ac-| against the motion in any shape; besides, 
curacy he would not pretend to say,,it was useless, for the committee would 
that the College was formed on the mo-| report most probably before the instruc- 
del of the House of Commons, if so, the tion could reach them; what was to be- 


question could be easily determined by) 
knowing the rule of Parliament : his opi- | 
nion was, that it was competent for any | 
member to move instruction to a commit- 
tee without first entering a notice thereon. 
He did not, however, pretend to be quite 
au fait on the subject of parliamentary 
order; but he was certainly a little asto- 
nished to hear gentlemen insist on the 
necessity of notice of instruction to a com- 
mittee being given, and appearing in print 
in the summons, when until this moment 
there had not been a single word said 
about the committee itself. If that com- 
mittee was instituted according to “ order,” 
he did think that the instruction to it must 
also be regular. 

Mr. Hargrson said it was quite true 
that their proceedings were based on those 
of the House of Commons,* and the rule 
in the House was, that no instruction could 
be moved witbout notice to that effect : he 
had often seen notices posted onthe pillars 
in the lobby of the House of Commons. 

A Memserhere suggested to Dr.Brenan 
to put his resolution in the form of notice 
of a future motion. 

Dr. Evanson opposed the notice being 
received even in that shape, because it 
was insulting. 

A Memuer doubted if a notice of motion, 
properly worded, could be refused. 

Mr. Hanartson said it was quite proper, 
and in the power of the College, and rea- 
sonable, to refuse to have the motion ; he 
remembered three precedents for it: no- 
thing could be more proper than that the 
College should have the power of refusing, 
for a member might put the most absurd 
thing in his notice. Far be it from him to 
suppose that the gentleman would do any 


* If so, we have a constent anomaly in the ho- 
nourable gentieman himself, who, being a*sistant- 
secretary, or clerk, is nevertheless a hot pariizan 

aker, rising five or six times on every“ ques- 
thon ;”" in fact, be is ever “* on his legs,” and creates 
more disorderly and discourteous interruption to 


Other speakers, thau any twe other persons, 


come of it then? 


Mr. Evanson rose to speak against the 


motion a second time, but was called to 


order by Mr. Small. 


Dr. Brenan, in reply, thanked Dr. 
Jacob for the parallel he had attempted to 
draw between his private school in Peter- 
street, and Dr. Jacob’s school in the Col- 
lege, but he apprehended that there was 
no analogy between them. Peter-street 
School was private property, and supported 
itself, but the College School was, or ought 
to be, public property, as it was sustained 
entirely by public money. In conclusion, 
he begged to say, that when he proposed 
his resolution, he did so, not in the hope 
that it would pass, but merely to preserve 
his own consistency, by recording his op- 
position to what he conceived to be a great 
and an unjust evil. As that resolution was 
said to be irregular, he had altcred it to the 
form of a notice of motion, and he respect- 
fully offered it to the chair: it was for the 
chair to decide whetherit could be refused; 
he was ready at all times to abide by the 
judgment of the president. 

Mr. Harrrson again objected; but the 
president said that as he was placed there 
as the organ of the College, it was hisduty, 
as it was also his wish, to perform his func- 
tions with courtesy and justice to all par- 
ties : he did not see how he could refuse the 
notice of motion; the motion itself might 
be disposed of as the College should think 
fit. 

The notice was accordingly filed. 

Aconversation then ensued on the meet- 
ing of the British Association, during which 
the president inquired what arrangements 
the committee had made, and whether a 
list of the company had been provided for 
him (the president) to invite, as the time 
was short, and he wished to be as accom- 
modating as possivle. 

This gave that busy Syntax, Dr. Evan- 
SON, an opportunity of talking once more, 
during which he set his organ of self- 
esteem, and its result, self-praise, in ener- 
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ELECTION AT CHRIST'S HOSPITAL. 


getic motion. He concluded with a lec- 
ture on politeness, remarkable alike for 
the modesty and good taste which it dis- 
played, recommending his brethren to be- 

ve themselves decently at the coming 
entertainment. Where the gentleman gra- 
duated in politeness, whether during his 
youthful days in the western wilds of Mun- 
ster, or while a miserable scholar in Trinity 
College, or in the palmy days of successful 
toadyism, we know not: but the lecture of 
the “ Professor of Politeness” was treated 
by the meeting with some involuntary 
smiles and snecrs, and then the assembly 
departed. We hope they will be glad to 
find their proceedings so fully reported. 

We have reports before us of some other 
College discussions, but we expect that it 
will not be possible to find room for their 
publication this week. 


THE LANCET. 


London, Saturday, August 15, 1835. 

Aw exceedingly energetic canvass is pro- 
ceeding for the vacant medical office in 
Christ's Hospital. Numerous are the can- 
didates, various are their pretensions, and 
zealous are their friends. The governors, 
however, have but a single duty to dis- 
charge, and that a simple one. They are 
bound by their oath, and by every consi- 
deration of humanity, to elect the man 
who brings with him to the poll the great- 
est quantity of experience and medical 
skill; a man of established reputation— 
if such a person can be found—in the 
treatment of diseases of the skin ; and, as 
a precaution, whatever may be the preten- 
siensof the successful candidate, he ought 
to be elected for a period not exceeding 
one year. This suggestion may be dis- 
pleasing to many persons who believe that 
their friend will obtain the vacant seat ; 
but, inasmuch as we are conscious that the 
welfare of the children demands such an 
exercise of prudence, we cannot refrain 
from making the suggestion, or of pointing 


out to the governors, how much mischief 
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may arise, from pursuing a course in op- 
position to such a plain rule of justice, or 
of maintaining the prerogative of choice, 
where the frequent exercise of the privi- 
lege of selecting may prove of so much 
value to the interests of the children. 

The existence of ringworm in Christ's 
Hospital has become the subject of con- 
versation and complaint, not only in the 
metropolis but throughout the country ; 
and it is equally true that the governors of 
the hospital are charged with having neg- 
lected their duty in not having provided 
the medical department of the hospital 
with a more efficient share of energy and 
skill. 1t is well known to the public that 
hundreds of boys within the last twenty 
years have, through the existence of this 
malady in the establishment, been deprived 
of the benefits which it was hoped they 
would derive from receiving a first-rate 
classical education. This is an evil of 
frightful magnitude, and has brought down 
upon the governors of this respectable, 
useful, and wealthy institution, the heavy 
reprobation of all classes of the commu- 
nity. Have not these gentlemen sufficient 
strength of mind or honesty of purpose 
to shake off from the medical department 
of Christ's Hospital, its festering and 
cankering connexion with that of St. 
Bartholomew? Take the whole run of 
Mr. ABERNETHY’s services, and the ser- 
vices of all his colleagues,—take the la- 
bours, also, of all their protegés,—and 
what has been accomplished by these 
persons for the suffering children of 
Christ's Hospital? Literally nothing. All 
the appointments have failed to accom- 
plish the object in view,—that (to use the 
phraseology of Mr. Lioyp) of “ eradi- 
cating” the ringworm from Christ's Hos- 
pital. 

It would not only be disgraceful, but 
almost a crime, therefore, to seek for 
further aid amongst those persons who 
have received their entire medical educa- 

2T2 
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tion amongst the medical officers of S¢. 
Bartholomew's Hospital, and equally op- 
posed would it be to every principle of 
justice to select any one of those officers 
or their pupils for the appointment. The 
system of treatment for ringworm which 
is propounded and practised in the school 
of St. Bartholomew’s has totally and sig- 
nally failed. To select a person, there- 
fore, whose experience in the treatment is 
restricted to the exercise of that system, 
would scarcely be worse in its results, or 
more inhuman in its tendency, than that 
of altogether withholding medical aid 
from the boys. Few persons are aware 
of the manner in which the poor children 
are tortured by ill-directed attempts to 
accomplish a cure of the prevailing dis- 
ease. In a word, the sufferers are made | 
to endure a long series of sufferings, the 
extent and severity of which are such as to 
render them almost indescribable. 

If we were acquainted with any indivi- 
dual whom we conscientiously believed to 


Since the “ Charity Commission” was 
first instituted, and during its continu- 
ance by subsequent Acts of Parliament, 
somehow or other the friends of several 
of our great metropolitan hospitals ob- 
tained for the establishments under their 
protection, an escape from inquiry. It 
was represented in the House of Com- 
mons, for instance, that St. Thomas's 
Hospital, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, Beth- 
lem Hospital, and other similarly endowed 
charities, had been so admirably con- 
ducted, that any investigation into the 
mode of managing them was wholly un- 
necessary. Others had “ special visitors” 
attached to them, and it was urged, 
therefore, that establishments so guarded 
against the perpetration of jobbery and 
wrong doing, ought to be excepted from the 
operations of the commissioners. Fortu- 
nately we have now a sct of ministers of 
the crown who are not to be hoodwinked 
|by such specious pretexts, and who are 


possess claims cn the support of the go- avowedly anxious to assist in the correc- 
the of che of public abuses. The “ Charity 
of the children, superior to those of Mr.| Gommission” is about to be mttel. & 
P.umss, that individual would receive our | py) having been introduced by Mr. 
humble recommendation ; but even in the Ror, the solicitor-general for that pur- 


case of that gentleman, we earnestly hope, 


t should he be ch » he wi dite 
sented by Mr. Waktey from Mr. Tar- 
Asa meneue of precaution, this limitation | surr, late Chairman of a special commit- 
as to time is most imperatively demanded. ‘tee of Christ's Hospital, in which it was 
With respect to the other candidates, || seq that the affairs of that establish. 
we have not one word to say in their dis- | t . 
. ‘ment might be subjected to an investiga- 
before the “ Charity Commission” 
about to be reappointed. Several mal- 


them are very respectable individuals; | 
but, assuredly, they have no claims, oa) ices and instances of misgovernment 
/were detailed in this document, and no- 


pose. 


the ground of experience in the treatment 
rons thing could be more evident than that an 
inquiry ought to be instituted as to the 
there ever yet took place an electionin . . 
: ; origin of so many sources of mischief, and 
which superior knowledge should be made 
SR om the means by which they might be pre- 
the sole ground for selection, it will be de 
. vented. When the petition was brought 
presented to the governors of Christ's Hos- 
ital in the forthcoming contest up, the Soxticrron Genera, in that 
pil ue . spirit of frankness and impartiality for 
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THE APOSTATE.—CHOLERA.—THE PLAGUE. 


which he is so justly distinguished, stated, 
that Christ's Hospital would, in the inquiry 
just about to be renewed, be brought under 
the surveillance of the Commissioners, and 
we can announce, that all those hospitals 
which have hitherto been excepted from 
the scrutiny of the Commissioners, will be 
subjected to a similar ordeal under the 
proceedings of the Commission. 


Tue evidence of Witt1am Lawrence, 
the » no, we shall here describe 
neither what he once was, nor what he now 
is » given before the Parliament- 
ary medical committee, will be found in 
the present Number of Tar Lancer. 


Tur cholera continues to spread over 
all the towns and villages in the south of 
France, but it has declined at Marseilles 
and Toulon. In this latter town the total 
number of cases has been 1373, deaths 
1260. The government continues to send 
off young physicians every day to the 
points of the country most in need of 
assistance. 


PATHOLOGY OF THE PLAGUE. 


We extract the following autopsy of a, 


person dead of the plague, from an inte- 
resting letter of a young French surgeon, 
M. Larere, lately arrived at Cairo, and 
published in the Jour. Hebdom., Aug. 8. 
Although the ravages of the plague still 
continuein Egypt, the disease has lost much 
of its intensity; the destruction of human 
life has, however, been immense: in Alex- 
andria, according to M. Larere, about 
one-third of the population has perished, 
and Cairo has lost 30,000, in a population 


of 300,000 ; the daily number of deaths at 
one period amounted nearly to 1000; on, 


the 21st of May last, it had not exceeded 
147. The plague attacks the Arabs with 
much less violence than either the Euro- 
peans or Nubian blacks ; the latter almost 
universally die, or if they escape the imme- 
diate attack of the disease, they fall vic- 
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tims to thesecondary disorders. M. LAFere 
attributes the difference to the circum- 
stance, thatthe Arabs are very little irrit- 
able; their pulse remains quiet during the 
existence of an extensive local inflamma- 
tion, and their buboes, always indolent, 
never exceed the size of a pigeon’s egg: 
the French surgeons succeeded in curing 
nearly one-half of these patients by proper 
treatment. The opinion of the medical 
men now in Egypt is much divided on the 
question of contagion ; the French, always 
enthusiastic in the pursuit of science, treat 
the idea of contagious danger with con- 
tempt, and attend the plague patients, 
examine the bodies, &c. as if the disease 
were a commonone. On the other hand, 
the Italian physicians shut themselves upin 
strict quarantine, are covered from head to 
foot with oiled linen, and touch their pa- 
tients with the end of a stick, &c. Un- 
fortunately they have inculcated this 
opinion into the mind of Ibrahim Pacha, 
and the public health suffers in proportion 
to the distrust or negligence of the au- 
thorities. 


Autopsy of a Malay, 39 years of age, dead 
on the 3rd day of the Disease—No 
Treatment pursued. 

Body strong, well formed, covered with 

petechia, and presenting a bubo in the 

right groin, clearly perceptible to the eye. 

Brain and spinal marrow gorged with 
dark blood, but not softened. The pneu- 
mogastric nerves and the ganglia of the 
sympathetic present a deep violet tint, 
which resists washing in water.* (Not con- 
stant.) 

Lungs crepitant ; when divided, a great 
quantity of dark blood escapes: the bron- 
chi contain a great quantity of purulent 
mucosity. 

Heart slightly hypertrophied ; nothing 
remarkable in colour, _» consistence, or in 
valves; its lining membrane and that of 
aorta through the whole extent is healthy :, 
the whole venous system distended by 
dark grumous blood. 

Stomach contains about eight ounces of 
a greenish fluid; parietes thickened; mu- 
cous membrane not softened; mucous 
membrane of great intestine is tumid, 
and of a brown-red colour throughout ; 
glandulx agminate sound. This membrane 


* Probably the same appearance that 
Detrecau and M. Lizars would have 
persuaded us was the pathological phe- 
nomenon of cholera subjects.—Ep, L. 
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is easily raised up by the handle of the 
scalpel in the form of pulp. 

Liver with dark blood, friable, 
as also the spleen, which is four times the 
natural size. | 

Kidneys healthy ; parietes of the organs. 
are thickened like those of the stomach; 
the ureters large as the little-finger, var} 
coloured dark, their tunics being infiltrated 
with blood. 

The lymphatic ganglia of the right groin, 
more or less tumefied, are buried in cellu- 
lar tissue, distended with dark blood; no- 
thing can be distinguished but a confused 
black mass; the ganglia of the left groin 
are merely tumefied, as well as those of 
the rest of the body; they are not, how- 
ever, altered in ur or consistence. 


A point particularly worthy of notice is, 
that none of the French physicians at 
Cairo, who treat the plague patients &c., 
have been as yet attacked, while scvcral of | 
the other party, though shut up in houses, | 


and in spite of every precaution, are dead. 


A commission, composed of MM. Be t- 
tarp, Lacnaisse, Cror-Bey, and Gur- 
TaNt (a Spanish physician), are assidu- 
ously engaged in collecting materials for a! 
full history of the disease. 


RESPIRATION OF FUNGI. 


To the Editor of Tar Lancet. 


Srr,—In the last number of the Annales 
de Chimie, | find a paper by M. Marcet of 
Geneva, on the Respiration of Fungi, 
which shows that that function, like their 
other properties, and particularly their 
chemical constitution, nearly approaches 
that of the lower orders of animals. As 
the conclusions at which that celebrated 
chemist arrives are brief, and as they may 
be of interest to your physiological read- 
ers, I will translate them. 

It will be remembered that, from the 

experiments of Edwards, some of the 
‘lower animals when placed in pure oxy- 
gen, hydrogen, or a mixture of oxygen 
and hydrogen, gave out a quantity of 
nitrogen greater than their own bulk, and 
that when placed in a medium from which 
oxygen and carbonic acid were excluded, 
a similar quantity of carbonic acid gas 
was evolved. The results of M. Marcet’s 
experiments are as follows :— 

1. Fungi growing in atmospheric sir 
produce on that medium very different 
alterations from those produced by green 
plants under similar circumstances. Fungi 


vitiate the air very quickly, either by 


absorbing its oxygen to form carbonic 
acid gas, at the expense of the carbon of 
the plant, or by disengaging (when the ex- 
periment lasts a sufficiently long time) 
carbonic acid already formed in the plant. 

2. That the modifications which the air 
undergoes from the contact of fungi, ap- 
pear to be the same during the night as 
under the influence of light. 

3. If fungi are placed in an atmo- 
sphere of pure oxygen, a great part of that 
gas disappears after some hours. A por- 
tion of the absorbed oxygen is combined 
with the carbon of the plant, forming car- 
bonic acid gas, while another portion is 
fixed in the plant, and replaced cither 
wholly or in part by nitrogen gas disen- 
gaged from the fungus. 

4. Fresh fangi remaining some hours in 
hydrogen gas very slightly modify the na- 
ture of the gas. ‘The only effect produced 
is the disengagement of a small quantity 
of carbonic ack gas, and, in some cases 
the absorption of a very small quautity of 
nitrogen. 

Your readers will perceive, that these 
results in every way coincide with the re- 
sults of the experiments of Edwards on the 
lower animals, and they seem to confirm 
the strong relationship which is otherwise 
believed to cxist between the lower orders 
of plants and animals. I am, Sir, your 
obedient servant, 

Puitte Bornarp Ayres. 
University of London, Aug. 6, 1835. 


MEDICAL NOMENCLATURE. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,—I should feel obliged by your fa- 
vouring me with a very small space to say 
a few words to Dr. Fosbroke. The Doc- 
tor accuses me of having misinterpreted 
and misunderstood him, and for thisreason, 
because I did not bestow sufficient atten- 
tion upon his epistle. If I mistook its ra- 
ciness for flightiness, and caught the con- 
tagion that I would most avoid, and which 
to deprecate induced me at all to notice 
this essay, the Doctor ought to have taken 
this recent opportunity of correcting the 
error, by bringing us back to the points 
that were overshot. But instead of this, 
he has been at much pains to prove that 
he has misapplied a term, by using it dif- 
ferently to Boerhaave, Chomel, Rostan, and 
“several English authorities.” 

If I have “ misrepresented and mis- 
understood” Dr. Fosbreke, only in disre- 
garding the “ or” that stood between the two 
titles, ready to adopt either according to 
the fancy of the reader, I would remind him 
how Locke says, “ he that uses his words 
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loosely and unsteadily, will either be not'!do of such extensive conversions to the 


minded or not understood.” It is not of 
much importance to your readers to know 
that Dr. Fosbroke has, at all events, one, 
very humble, and I believe many very 
powerful allies in his enmity,—his re- 
cently expressed enmity to verbose systems | 
of nosology. However, I must think that 
names are of great importance, and that 
in medicine they should be derived either 
from pathology, and they should then be 
the most comprehensive ; or from autho- 
rity, and they should then be the most ge- 
nerally received. NowI do not think the 
Doctor has done this, not even when he 
leans upon Mason Good, and commends 
me to the same staff, at the same time that 
he assures us it is so full of thorns and 
knotty points, that he cannot set his own 
hand upon it without “ flying into a rage.” 
As to his “ next point,” 1 beg to assure | 
Dr. Fosbroke, that until his authority 
entitles him to the tone which he has as-| 
sumed, all the notes of admiration that the 


liberality of Tue Lancer may give him! 


room for, will not have the stimulating 


effect which he has attributed to them. | 


For the rest, I wish Dr. Fosbroke to un- 
derstand, that it was the spirit of his letter | 
which 1 most quarrelied with. I think 


one can hardly read it without taking away | 
the impression, that the writer laid but} 
little stress upon the effect of congestion, | 
in interrupting the mobility of the nervous! 


system. No one will deny the effects of 
debility, of deficient supply of blood, and 
of nervous exhaustion. Bat the difficulty 
is, and in spite of Dr. Fosbroke’s easiness | 
of style, the difficulty will be, to discrimi- 
nate these. Furthermore, I do not think | 
we shall be helped out of the difficulty by 
such an eagerness in the cause of nomen- 
clature as at once pins down my case of 
“morbidly protracted sleep,” to two dis- 
eases so opposite in their features as chlo- | 
rosis and hysteria. With many thanks, 
Iam &c. your obedient servant, 
W. Travers Cox. 
Yarmouth, Aug. 11, 1835. 


MEDICAL EVIDENCE AT AN 
INQUEST AT WICKHAM MARKET, 
To the Editor of Tut Lancer. 


Sir,—So much has been written in the 
pages of Tae Lancer for many years 
past, with regard to the utter incompe- 
tency of the individuals who usually pre- 


side at coroners’ inquests, that again to 
notice the subject ought indeed to bea) 
work of supererogation. Hearing as we 


principles of “ reform,” one would sup- 
pose that nothing more was necessary 
than to demonstrate an abuse, in order to 
eusure its immediate removal. Yet so 
supinely lethargic is John Bull on all 
ordinary occasions, so determined “ to 
creep by timid steps and slow,” that ex- 
cept in matters which affect him per- 
sonally, he will still continue “ to drag his 
slow length along,” until roused into 
action by the more spirited of his sons. 
Thus is it, week after week and year after 
year, with the institution of the coroners’ 
inquest, anda medical man may be guilty of 
the grossest negligence, may commit the 
greatest blunders, and utter nonsense the 
most absurd, without ris}: of detection by 
an attorney-coroner. 

The following may be added to the nu- 
merous examples which are already on 
record, of the utter inutility of the gene- 
rality of inquests, as regards the protec- 
tion of the public. On Wednesday, the 
29th of July, as four boys were bathing in 
the river at Marlesford, they discovered 
something floating in the water, which 
proved on inspection to be the body of a 
female child, with a placenta placed in a 
small flower-pot, and tied up in a blue 
cotton handkerchief; one of the boys, 
however, less sagacious than the reat in 
such matters, believed the placenta to be 
a pork-dumpling. The constable being 
quickly apprised of the circumstance, 
forthwith summoned Mr. Muriel of Wick- 
ham Market, the parish surgeon, to ins 
spect the body, which he did at about five 


\o’clock. But what sort of an examina- 


tion do you think it was that satisfied the 
coroner? Hear the evidence of the sur- 


|geon:—“ There were no marks of vio- 


lence on the body. Decomposition had 
taken place externally. 1 took out the 
lungs and threw them into water to see 
if they had been inflated. They sank in 
water, and did not appear to have been 
inflated. This is the usual test, and l 
should think from it that the child was 
born dead. The nmbilical chord was longer 
than usual, and had not been tied. 1 did 
not examine further, as I expected to be 
called upon afterwards to make a more 
minute examination.” What an account! 
After the examination of several other 
persons (none of whom knew anything of 
the matter, with the exception of the 
mother, who was examined, and said that 
the child was hers, that it was born dead, 
and that che was alore at the time it came 
into the world, but how it came into the 
water she refused to say), this piece of 
mockery was concluded by the coroner 
informing the jury, a very res 


Jone, that he could not see how they coul# 


648 DIAGNOSIS BY A DRUGGIST.—MEDICAL REMUNERATION. 


come to any other verdict than “ Found 
Dead,” which verdict they accordingly 
delivered. 

And now, Sir, at what value would you 
rate the intellectual and manual labour of 
making such a post-mortem investigation 
as this? Certainly you would not give 
“ two pounds” for it, and I question much 
if you would give twopence. But the ex- 
amination, bad though it was, did very 
well for the coroner, Mr. Wood, jun., of 
Wood ridge, who knew nothing of its inn- 

rfections, and was satisfied with it. I 

nquired if I could be allowed to ask a 
few questions, as I wished to address the 
jury, but I was told by Mr. Wood that he 
did not know that T had a right to do so, 
for Lord Tenterden had decided that the 
Coroner’s Court was not an open one, 
whence I inferred that by persisting in 
the attempt to question, I should incur 
the chance of obtaining the distinction of | 
the individual whose case was decided by 
Lord Tenterden. | 

From what I have written, I do not) 
wish it to be understood that I think the | 
jury should have returned a verdict of 
“* Wilful Murder,” for they had no evi- 
dence to prove that allegation, had it been 
urged. simply desire to add another 
fact to the mass which has been accumu- 
lated in favour of the invariable appoint- 
ment of individuals to the office of coro- 
ner, who are competent to comment upon 
the medical evidence given at inquests. 

I have already given you names, and as 
I never court the smiles or fear the frowns 
of any individual, I shall append my own, 
and thank you sincerely for your un- 
paralleled exertions to raise our degraded 
profession to the place it should hold in 
the estimation of society. I remain, Sir, 


yours very faithfully. 
w. Hempson Denuam,. 


Wickham Market, Aug. 10, 1835. 


MEDICAL ADVICE OF DRUGGISTS, 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 
Srr,—I was requested to visit a 
to-day who had just returned from Graves- 
end, and who was said to be in great dan- 
ger from stranguluted hernia. On my 
arrival I found the patient and his friends 
in the greatest alarm. I then ascertained 
that he was staying at Gravesend, and on 
feeling an uneasy sensation in the groin, 
he walked into what he called a “ doctor’s 


shop,” which I find was a chemist’s and 
druggist’s, to ask for advice. He was im- 
mediately pronounced to be ruptured, and 
& truss was taken from the window and 


applied instanter, in which state he came 
home. Onremoving the truss, there was 
no difficulty in recognising the swelling to 
be an enlarged gland. This is only one of 
many similar evils to which I see the pub- 
lic and the profession daily exposed. Is 
there no remedy for this? 1 have the 
honour to be your obedient servant, 
Joseru Hopeson, Surg. 
Spitalfields, August 10, 1835. 


The only effectual and lasting “ remedy” 
for this particular “ evil,” is that of im- 
proving the public mind.—Ep., L. 


CHARGES FOR MEDICAL 
TREATMENT. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Str,—The following is a copy of a letter 
to the Right Honourable the Secretary of 
State forthe Home Department, and should 
you consider it worthy a place in your 
Journal, it might stimulate the profession 
to a sense of duty to unite themselves to- 
gether, and endeavour to raise themselves 
from their present humiliating level. Iam 
of opinion that a Medical Board should be 
established for the examination of ac- 
counts, and that surgeons and apothecaries 
ought to be protected by law, from having 
their bills reduced by any man who hap- 
pens to have “a strong prejudice against 
doctors.” Iam, Sir, yours respectfully, 

James Baker, Surg. 
1, Dorchester-place, New North-road, 
Hoxton,§i2th Aug., 1835. 


Cupy of a Letter to the Right Honourable 
the Secretary of Siate. 


“ My Lorp,—I hope you will excuse 
the liberty of writing to you on a subject 
affecting myself, but I am induced to do 
so on account of the profession of which I 
am a member, as I am not sure that a si- 
milar act of injustice may not be done to 
some surgeon and apothecary even whilst 
I am penning this letter. I therefore deem 
it a duty I owe to society, to submit the 
following case for your Lordship’s consi« 
deration. 1 am, my Lord, your Lordship’s 
most obedient Servant, 

“James Baker, Surg. 

“Hoxton, Aug. 12, 1835. 


“ Statement.—On Friday 31st of July, I 
caused a defendant to appear at the Tower 
Hamlet Court of Request for 3/. 11s. 0d., 
that is, the sum of 1/. 2s. 6d. for surgical 
attendance on the defendant in the year 
1831; 1/. 1s. Od. for attending defendant's 
wife in her accouchment in 1833, and 
7s, &d. for extra attendance &c, on des 
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MR. WHEELER. 


fendant’s wife and her infant. My 

ment was, that I was to be paid ik Is. Od. 
immediately after the accouchment; the 
subsequent attendance and medicine were 
to run on till Christmas: the Commission- 
ers not approving my plan of charging for 
visits, adjourned the case till Friday the 
7th of August, in order that I might pro- 
duce a fresh bill and make my charge on 
the drugs. The Commissioner, who 

as Chairman on the occasion, said that 
10s. 6d. was enough for an accouchment, 
and that he never would allow a meci- 
cal man any thing for medicine, when 
1/. 1s. Od. was charged. On my remon- 
strating with him on the injustice of re- 
fusing to allow either for medicine or ex- 
tra attendance, he flew into a violent pas- 
sion. I then reminded him of my original 
agreement with the defendant's wife, and 
also that the law permitted professional 
gentlemen to charge a reasonable sum 
for their attendance, that it removed the 
temptation to supply more medicines than 
are necessary in order to make a charge 
for the same, and that it only gave a fair 
remuneration for the time and skill be- 
stowed, including the medicines supplied ; 
he then said he did not care about agree- 
ments; that he would reduce the amount, 
for he had ‘a strong prejudice against doc- 
tors ;’ and said if medical men were al- 
lowed to charge for their visits, the public 
would be robbed more than they are at 
present. The bill was then reduced to 
2/. 5s. Od. and ordered to be paid at 5s. Od. 
per month, 

“Upon the foregoing case, 1 beg to 
solicit your lordship’s attention and reliev- 
ing interierence, in order that protection 
may be afforded to the profession to which 
1 belong, irrespective of pecuniary con. 
siderations, and alone on the principle 
that should fixedly and without caprice 
regulate our remunerations. 

“Your lordship will be pleased to bear 
in mind that practitioners in medicine and 
surgery are deprived of many comforts 
which other persons enjoy, and frequently 
risk the loss of life in visiting the sick. 


Copy -of the amended particulars of the 
drugs as requested by the Commissioners. 


Mr. John Kebbell, to James Baker, Sargeon, &c 
18th Oct. 1831. Surgical application to ears t 
17th Nov. Do, do. do. 1 
——— Mixtore and pills 3 
18th Nov. Application to ears 
Now. Application to ears 
Packet of powders 
——— Aperient draught..... 
2th Nov. Appliestion to ears, and powders 
28th Nov, Do. do, dow. 
30th Nov, Application to ears and dranght 
2ad Dec. Do. do. 


Mr. Kebbell’s 


£ 

12th Jan. 1833. Three draughts daring the 

day, and atterding to administer...... 
Attendance in accouchment . 

— Mixtore and om. Evening .. 
13th, Draught .... 
—— Mixtove and pills 
=Do. GO, 
Do. 
Do. do, 
Do. 

Infant's account. 
12th Jan. A mixture 


Total (including Mrs, Kebbell’s account) £3 1 


16th. 
18th. 
19th. 


APOTHECARIES’ HALL AND 
DR. ASHBURNER. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Sir,—To commence a letter by stating 
that its subject is a complaint against the 
Court of Examiners at Apothecaries’ 
Hall, is, in all probability, to give it but a 
poor title to insertion in your journal, for 
your letter-box must be crammed with 
such correspondence; for well-grounded 
instances of abuse in that Court have of 
late grown so thick upon us, that the sur- 
prise now is not that it should persist in 
its disgraceful mode of conducting ex- 
aminations, or its imbecile enactions of 
to-day, to be set aside by the fright of 
to-morrow,—but that the guardianship of 
a profession, which on every side is ad- 
mitted to be rapidly progressing, should 
any longer be allowed to remain ia the 
hands of an incompetent and usurping 
body of greedy tradesmen. My present 
object, however, is not so much to makea 
charge on the body at large, as upon one 
of its members, and to further expose, in 
some degree, the unjust connexion which 
exists in this metropolis between teachers 
and public examiners. 

It will be recollected, that during last 
winter, there occurred at St. Bartholo- 
mew's Hospital, certain differences be- 
tween the pupils and an incompetent gen- 
tleman who endeavoured to force the 
class of midwifery to receive him as a 
lecturer; but who, in spite of numerous 
threats of law proceedings, and the inter- 
ference of police officers, was compelled 
at last to yield to the just outery that was 
raised against his appointment. This 
person, Dr. Ashburner, is, I believe, a 
private friend or acquaintance of Mr. 
Wheeler, one of the examiners at the 
Hall, who has furnished good reason for 
believing that whenever a pupil goes up 
for examination from Sf. Bartholomew's 
Hospital, he makes it his especial business 
to ask him “ whether he was present at, 
or had any thing to do with, the affair of 


650 WINDMILL-STREET THEATRE:—UNUSUAL CASE. 


Dr. Ashburner.” I make no comments;sweat. Both thighs were much contused 
on the injustice and impropriety of pursu-| about the middle and upper parts; the 
ing such a course as this. Those who may right was much swelled on the outer side, 
be terrified by the question, are driven to| where there was a small wound of some 
tell a lie. Those who may avow their! depth, which admitted the little-finger. 
opposition to Dr. Ashburner, correct and | There was a transverse wound about three 
self-defensive as it was, stand a bad chance | inches long, which exposed the cavity of 
of fair treatment from any examiner who|the joint over the external malicolus, 


takes his seat with the feelings in his 
mind which such a question would indicate. 
I remain, Sir, your obedient servant, 


A Stupenrt. 
London, August, 1835. 


Tueatre or or Great 
To the Editor. — 
Sir,—Having read a paragraph in your 
last Number of Tur Lancet, stating 
your regret to find by the newspapers 
that the Hunterian Theatre of Anatomy 


— projected about one inch and a 
half. The foot was very much inverted, 
jand was placed almost at right angles. 
The internal malleolus rested on the inner 
side of the astragalus, the articular surface 
‘of which was seen through the wound. 

After a most careful examination by 
Mr. Deuxcan, the house surgeon, no 
fracture could be detected. The disloca- 
| tion was very easily reduced by extending 
the foot and everting it—it was put on 
Me Inrvre’s splint; and as soon as the 
oozing from the wound had ceased, the 
‘edges were approximated by isinglass 


in Great Windmill Street has been ma-| plasters. 

terially injured by the calamitous fire; Aug. 3. Going on well; a small abscess 
which occurred last week in Rupert) which had formed on the upper part of 
Street, 1 beg to inform you that the the foot was opened to-day. 

damage which the building is said to! Mr. Liston remarked that this was 
have suffered is greatly overrated, and rather an uncommon case, considering 
with the exception of a partial destruc- that the displacement had occurred to 
tion of the dissecting-room and out build- such an extent without the breaking off 
ings, which were unfortunately crushed | of either of the malleoli. He referred to 
by the fall of an adjoining lofty wall, the! several simple Inxations of this joint, some 
premises have escaped further injury. 1/ under treatment, in which fracture of 
shall feel particularly obliged if you wil!) one or both bones near their extremities 


allow this letter to appear in your valu-| had taken place. In — of the state 


able Journal as an authentic contradiction | of the patient on his admission, he warned 
to a very prevalent rumone that these ex- | the pupils against committing a very com- 
tensive premises were destroyed, which! mon and serious error, one occasionally 
might otherwise be attended with great) followed by serious consequences ; namely, 
inconvenience. Your obliged and very the abstraction of blood immediately on 
obedient servant, |the receipt of a severe injury. Para- 
J. Grecory Surra. | graphs often appeared he said in the 
3, Brook-strect, Hanover-square, public prints, in which it was stated 
Aug. 11. ;that persons who had been dreadfully 
wounded and mangled were taken to a 
surgeon’s and bled, notwithstanding they 
were not expecte! to recover. Some did 
live in spite of sich an unjustifiable pro- 
ceeding, but many who undoubtedly would 
otherwise have recovered, perished speedily 
COMPOUND DISLOCATION OF THE ANKLE in consequence of the loss ;erhaps of no 
| great quantity of blood whilst in a state 
Wittram Brovcaron, aged 21, was of collapse, the circulation being almost 
admitted July 16th, under the care of Mr. suspended. In such cases time should be 
Liston. He was one of the men who given, and powerful means must often be 
were working in a tunnel of the London resorted to, before the circulating system 
and Birmingham Railway, whena heavy | could again be brought into action, when, 
load of clay fell upon the labourers. He and not till then, bleeding might be advan- 
observed the mass of earth giving way, | tageously practised. He did not anticipate 
and attempted to retreat, but in doing so any unfavourable event in the present 
his foot got entangled under one of the case. In fact, in cases where the bones 
slippers of the railway, and he was were so very much broken and commi- 
crushed. When brought into the hospital | nuted as to demand their free removal by 
he was ina state of collapse, the skin was | the saw, it often happened that very little 
rather cold, and covered with a copious | constitutional disturbance followed, the 
‘ 


NORTH LONDON HOSPITAL. 
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HOSPITAL CASES. 651 


limb being strong and useful. | large surface, chiefly over the heart and 
The injured part was put up differently the left hypochondriac region. On stand- 
from those cases of simple luxation that | ing or sitting up, she feels giddy. On tak- 
had come under the notice of the pupils! ing solid food she has pain; but neither 
now attending. The part was secured in| het or cold drinks affect her. There is 
a good position on the splint employed, | frequent nausea, the bowels are costive, 
and great facility was at the same time | appetite there is none. Just before her 
given for attending to the wound, and ob-| admission she took an aperient, and ap- 
serving whateyer changes might occur in| plied a strengthening plaster to the sto- 
it. mach; the first gave her slight relief by 
opening the bowels, the other increased 
the pain. The pain in the side on inspec- 
tion, and when pressure is applied, is more 
acute. During the last fortnight, in addi- 
tion to the other symptoma, she has suf- 


TRACHITIS AND LARYNGITIS. 


Margaret Holder, aged 32, was admitted 
3ist of July, under the care of Dr. A. T. 
Tomson. In February last she canght fored from a severe shooting pain extend- 
cold, from the effects of which she suffered | ing from the knee to the hip ; this was so 
continually, with cough and hoarseness. | severe last night that she could not sleep. 
She was bled twice a week for three wecks, Pulse 85, full; tongue moist, with a whit- 
and took medicines with some benefit; but jsh-brown fur in the middle ; respiratory 
about a month ago she contracted a fresh | murmur natural ; catamenia regular. 
cold, the symptoms of which have been) py, Ex: 1orson, in Dr.'T.’s absence, di- 
gradually getting worse, At present there | rected her to be bled to 3x, and to have a 
isa wheezing inspiration, with a crow- pjister on the right side. Vive grains of 


ing sound on coughing or speaking, difii- 
enlty in breathing, with pain along the 
course of the trachea; scarcely any expec- 
toration, and the little that does come up 
is frothy; the mucous membrane of the 
mouth and fances is scarcely redder than 
natural; the throat is very tender to the 
touch ; there is sonorous respiration at the 
upper part of the chest. Pulse 90, full. 
Tongue dry and furred. Dr. Evtiotson, 
in Dr. Tuomson’s absence, ordered her to 
be bled to approaching faintness; twelve 
leeches to he applicd to the neck above 
the sternum, and five grains of calomel to 
be given every hour. 

August 1. Blood slightly buffed and 
cupped; breathes much move freely in 
coughing ; fifteen leeches over the larynx. 

3. Was bled again yesterday to syncope; 
blood much bufted and cupped ; the bleed- 
ing excited vomiting. 

5. Mouth very sore; tenderness of the 
throat nearly gone. No cough, wheezing, 
or crowing noise. Can inspire freely 
without inconvenience. Discontinue the 
calomel. 

6. Has had profuse diarrhea, which was 
relieved by a mixture of chalk and kino, 

10. Nearly well; to be discharged ina 
few days. 


CHRONIC GASTRITIS. 

Anne Kertland, aged 18, was admitted 
July 21, under the care of Dr. A. T. 
Tuomson; she has always enjoyed pretty 
good health until three weeks since, when 
after much exercise during the day, she 
was suddenly seized in the evening with a 
shooting pain over the precordial region, 
between the fifth and sixth ribs ; this pain 
increased in severity, and extended over a 


|calomel every night. 
| 24. Blood not buffed; the bleeding re- 
lieved the breath; she can take a deep 
inspiration much more easily ; the tender- 
| ness on pressure at the left side continues, 
| 28. The mouth being sore, the pills 
were omitted yesterday, and two minims 
lof the hydrocyanic acid in an ounce of 
water were given three times a day. 

30. The medicine has rather affected the 
head ; she is otherwise decidedly improv- 


ng. 
August 4. Discharged well. 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM AND PERICARDITIS, 


Wittiam Jenkins, a servant in the 
employ of Mr. Bull, a surgeon residing in 
the neighbourhood of Vinsbury-square, 
was admitted into St. Bartholomew's Hos- 
pital on the 7thof July. On the day of 
admission the appearances were as fol- 
lows :—Countenance natural ; temperature 
of the skin above the natural standard; 
tongue thickly furred in the centre, and 
pulse full, computing $6. (Bowels twice 
relieved this morning.) Exceeding thirst 
and no Cesire for aliment of any kind; the 
last two nights have been passed very 
restlessly ; a copious perspiratory exuda- 
tion frem the surface of the body; he 
complains of acute pain in the left elbow- 
joint and wrist, which are tumefied, and 
somewhat red. The right elbow and both 
hips are also slightly affected. On press- 
ing over the hypogastric region some de- 
gree of tenderness is excited, 


History—He has never at a previous 
period been the subject of any severe dis- 
order, excepting an attack of influenza, 
which he experienced two years ago. He 
cannot ascribe the present attack to expo- 
sure to cold or moisture. Last Friday, 
the 3rd inst., he first felt pain in his hips. 
Mr. Bull prescribed for him ipecacuanha 
and tartar emetic, from which treatment 
he derived some benefit; but yesterday 
(the 6th) his elbows became painful, and 
he had considerable difficulty in voiding 
his urine, attended with great pain over 
the region of the bladder ; this last symp- 
tom was relieved by the nitrate of potass. 

8. He the night sleeplessly ; 
tongue more dry than yesterday; pulse 
80 and full; one evacuation from the 
bowels was induced last evening; the 
right elbow and wrist are more painful to- 
day than the left. Ordered ten grains of 
calomel with a quarter of a grain of opium 
immediately. 

9. The bowels have excreted pretty 
freely ; the right ankle has become pain-— 
ful, swollen, and red; he has slept but 
little. Awnsen/tation.— An unnatural sound 
is observed to accompany the heart's ac- 
tion; the tightness across the chest is 
complained of as being exceedingly ob- 
noxious. Eight leeches were ordered to 
be applied to the region of the heart, and 
ten grains of calomel and half a grain of 
Opium to be given directly. 

10. Had a very favourable night; the 
pain and swelling are diminished in the 
wrists, although but little ameliorated in 


| 


ACUTE RHEUMATISM AND PERICARDITIS. 


tinue the medicine to the fourth time; 
apply eight leeches to the heart. 

13. The pain on deep inspiration is 
nearly removed; tongue thickly furred ; 
bowels relieved to-day ; evacuations darker 
than natural; pulse 88; general symp- 
tums improved ; the stethoscope discovers 
the to-and-fro bruit still to exist. Con- 
tinue the calomel. 

14. No excretion from the bowels; no 
evidence of mercurial action. The stetho- 
scope ascertains the unnatural sound to 
be less distinct, but of the same character. 
This bruit becomes gradually less appa- 
rent as the apex of the heart is approached, 
until arriving at the verge of the left pre- 
cordial region, where it is quite lost. In 
whatever part of the precordial region the 
unnatural sound is not heard, the heart's 
sounds are natural and perfect. 

15. Very little pain complained of; 
tongue furred; pulse 88, with still some 


jerk; bowels natural; mouth slightly in- 


fluenced by the mercury. Auscultation 
announces the unnatural sounds of the 
heart to be fading ; no pain in the left side. 
Continue the medicine every six hours. 
17. The unnatural sound is becoming 
still less perceptible, and its character has 
undergone complete alteration. It con- 
sists of three sounds succeeding each 
other consecutively, but still bearing an 
inequality to each other in point of dura- 
tion; tongue remains furred; pulse the 


same as at last report; three or four al- 
vine evacuations were obtained this morn- 
ing. A sense of constriction on taking a 
deep inspiration is complained of in the 


the lower extremities; bowels not open; situation where the previously-described 
the sounds of the heart, as indicated by | peculiar sound is heard. Take two grains 
the stethoscope, are so feeble that the un-| of calomel and a quarter of a grain of 


natural sound cannot be heard. 

11. The left foot is now the most pain- 
ful part; the pain of the other joints is 
greatly alleviated; the pulse less full, 
amounting in number to 100 ; an unnata- 
ral sound is distinctly heard in the precor- 
dial region, beneath the sternum, but it is 
less audible the nearer the apex of the 
heart is approached. In some situations 
only a simple and single bruit is to be dis- 
cerned ; at other points a double bruit, or 
a sort of to-and-fro sound, excites atten- 
tion. A in becomes urgent in the di- 
rection of the whole precordial region 
upon inspiration, apparently indicating its 
removal from the place where the to-and- 
fro sound becomes evident. 

12. The pains still continue, but are 
much alleviated in degree, excepting as 
regards that which occupies the chest, 
which still continues unabated; pulse 100, 
unaltered in character: four evacuations 
have been elicited from the bowels, and 
they are of a foul watery character. Con- 


opium three times a day. 

18. The ensemble of his symptoms de- 
notes a decided improvement. The ste- 
thoscope is unable to detect any unnatural 
sound, and there is an absence from pain 
on effecting a deep inspiration. 

28. Since the last report the patient's 
advances towards recovery have been pro- 
gressive, and he is endeavouring to regain 
the vigour of his limbs by perambulating 
the ward, which he does without any un- 
natural phenomenon being made evident 
on stethoscopic examination. 

August 4. He has manifested so great 
an improvement that his name may safely 
be registered on the day of our publica- 
tion among those of the “ discharged con- 
valescents.” 


Pecvtrar Tumour or tHE Movta.— 
Mr. Lawrence introduced to his clinical 
class, on the 7thof July, the case of a man 
named Thomas Hartefaw, xtat. 32, who 
was admitted into Henry Ward, on the 
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TUMOURS AND ERYSIPELAS OF THE FACE. 


27th ult., with an elastic tumour, situated 
on the prominence of the os male, and 
extending to the interior of the mouth. 
After a careful examination, it was conjec- 
tured from its elastic feel to contain fluid, 
wherefore an operation was deemed advis- 
able, and carried into effect by puncturing 
the mucous lining of the month, and allow- 
ing the contents of the tumour to escape, 
when about a dessert-spoonful of a some- 
what viscid secretion, containing some 
glistening particles, of a fatty consistence, 
whose chemical constitution appeared to 
assimilate to one of the constituents of the 
biliary calculi first described by Carvrevt, 
and known to chemists under the name of 
“ cholesterine.”” A‘ter the evacuation, all 
external disfiguration totally subsided, but 


a reaccumulation of the fluid may take | 


place. The operator observed that he had 

a probe through the aperture to 
some extent, but he was undecided as to 
whether the instrument entered the an- 
trum or not. He considered that a great 
proximity existed in this affection to a 
diseased state of the ducts of some of the 
salivary glands, especially to ranula, with 
this exception, that the viscidity of the 
contained fluid was greater in the cases of 
ranula than in the case under considera- 
tion, which circumstance inclined him to 
believe, that this was purely a morbid con- 
dition of the ducts of some large gland. In 


theorizing upon the treatment adopted, 
the operator cited some cases of an analo- 
gous description, wherein he had judged 
it expedient to excise a portion of the tu- 
mour, and either to apply lint dipped in a 
strong solution of nitrate of silver, or the 


nitrate of silver itself in substance. He 
further observed, that should the enlarge- 
ment recur in the present instance, he 
would pursue the course just described, 
that of destroying the secreting surface by 
a careful application of the escharotic. 


Innocent Tumour NEAR THE Eve.— 
Another case introduced was that of a 
child, with an encysted tumour, situated 
on the external angle of the eye, brought 
to the hospital by its mother, to have the 
deformity corrected. In operating on this 
case, it was found not only necessary to 
cut through the skin and integuments, but 
also to divide the orbicularis palpebrarumn 
muscle, before the tumour (which was ad- 
herent to the bone) could be perfectly re- 
moved. There are some points of patho- 
logical interest connected with the struc- 
ture and history of these tumours; they 
vary in configuration and size from that of 
@ pea, to that of a horse bean; are con- 
genital, and continue unaltered in bulk 
during a lapse of years. For this reayon, 
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an operation is unnecessary, unless speci- 
ally requested by patients or their friends. 
Mr. Lawrence said he was personally 
acquainted with a gentleman who had one 
of these tumours, without its affording him 
the slightest uneasiness, seated on the ex- 
ternal angle of the eye, whose appearance 
prima facie would almost denote to the 
phrenologist some extraordinary develope- 
ment of musical or arithmetical genius. 
On making a section of one of these tu- 
mours, a small congeries of hair is inva- 
riably found to enter into their composi- 
tion. This may be accounted for by their 
| peculiar locality. This opinion is supported 
| by the fact of tumours occurring in other 
situations, assuming the character of the 
parts in their vicinity, as instanced, for 
example, in the lobulated appearance of 
| those which take place in the neighbour- 
| hood of the parotid gland. The lecturer 
then illustrated the urgent necessity of 
excising every portion of the cyst, as the 
smallest portion being left behind would 
prove an unremitting source of annoyance 
to the patient, by the offensiveness of the 
discharge which would continually ema- 
nate from the ununitable wound. 


ERYSIPELAS OF THE FACE. 


James Hazell, xtat. 45, a currier, was 
admitted into Matthew's Ward on the 
23rd of July. The following symptoms 
|evidenced themselves on admission. His 
checks, eyelids, and nose, were exceedingly 
tumefied and red, and a considerable ele- 
|vation of the cuticle, containing serum, 
was discernible under both eyes. The 
temperature of the cuticular suiface was 
greatly increased; the tongue exhibited 
a whitish fur in the centre. Pulse full 
and hard, numbering 92; headach, with a 
sensation of pressure; pain of a throbbing 
kind, experienced in the face; thirst; 
anorexia; bowels open; urine high-co- 
loured and voided scantily; cutaneous 
exudation much augmented. The history 
of the disease gleaned from the paticnt 
went to show that he had hitherto en- 
joyed perfect health, though he was dis- 
posed to indulge in Bacchanalian drams, 
which inclination he had on the previous 
Monday and Tuesday carried to the excess 
which ends in a man’s being “ dead drunk.” 
Next morning his nose began to swell, 
with a numbing and aching pain, but no 
headach occurred until this morning. Or- 
dered Calomeland James's Powder, of each 
2 grains, and a Poppy fomentation. 

24. Pulse 80, and quite soft ; the surface 
of the body cooler; erysipelas faded ; 
cephalic pain considerably reduced; the 
i bowels have excreted once; night passed 


* 
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in a state of inquietude. Continue the 
medicine and fomentation. 

25. Aspect greatly improved; the ery- 
fects has almost disappeared; surface 
still cool. Pulse 72 and soft; tongue 
pallid, moist, and nearly clean. Three 
watery alvine evacuations have been de- 
— producing a scalding uneasiness. 

sed rather a bad night; complains 
shght pains in the head, 

26. The face has new very nearly at- 
tained its natural colour, and the functions 
gencrally have become more normal. 


27. During the night some small wheals | 


CONTAGIOUS OPHTHALMIA.—NEURALGIA OF UTERUS. 


latter is likewise observed to run down 
the face in large quantities on the slightest 
separation of the palpebre; whereas in 
the former di , thea t of secre- 
tion is no more than sufficient to form a 
small concretion in the vicinity of the 
inner canthus. The conjunctiva in puru- 
lent ophthalmia exhibits the appearance 


of | which is denominated “ chemosis.” The 


plan of treatment pursued in the two pa- 
tients whose cases have elicited the fore- 
going remarks, consisted in the applica- 


tion of leeches, the exhibition of purga- 
tives, and the topical employment of a 


made their appearance, which have to-day | solution of nitrate of silver: in addition to 
seceded. Their identity with urticaria; which, a poppy fomentation was ordered 
appears probable. His bowels being con- for the boy. In speaking of the modus 
fined, he was ordered a dose of house me- operandi of the solution of nitrate of silver, 


dicine. 
28. Numbered with the “ Cured.” 


CATARRHAL OPHTHALMIA. 


Mr. Lawrence in bis clinical observa- 
tions dilated at some length on the subject 
of catarrhal ophthalmia, as exemplified in 
two cases then under his care in the hos- 
pital. The following are details :— 

Charles Walker, wtat. 34, was, with his 
son, a child four years of age, admitted 
into Rahere Ward, labouring under the 
above-named disease. The father stated 
that he had resided in Brackley-street, 
in the vicinity of Golden-lane, and that 
not ouly he and his son but his wife and 
infant child were both similarly affected. 
The two latter of these were patients at 


| which has been eminently successful in 
| these cases, it may be said that it possesses 
ithe power of contracting the enlarged 
caliber of the ophthalmic vessels, and thus 
| restoring them to anormal state. Both 
patients have so far recovered as to admit 
of their departure from the hospital, after 
,having been inmates thereof for about a 
‘week. On the man being interrogated as 
to what treatment had been adopted with 
his wife and infant, who are still patients 
,of the Eye Infirmary, and not as yet 
recovered, he described it as similar to 
, that employed in this hospital, excepting 
as regards the application of the nitrate- 
of-silver solution. ning from this da- 
tum, Mr. Lawrence is inclined to ascribe 
to its employment here, the very favour- 
able results which have been obtained. 


the Moorfields Ophthalmic Infirmary. The 
disease (accordmg to the patient’s ac-_ 
count) first made its appearance in the, ¢ 
eyes of his infant child; subsequently in) or tae Urervs. — Mr. 
those of the mother; and, last of all, the George Dartleman has forwarded to us 
morbid action developed itself in himself the following account of a “case of Neu- 
and the boy. The man further intimated ralgia of the Uterus” successfully treated 
that “sore eyes” was a prevailing disor- with Sulphate of Quinine :—Mrs. B., ztat. 
der in the district already alluded to, which 30, labouring under a slight reversion of 
fact, coup'ed with the preceding statement, the uterus backwards, was seized on the 
would lead to the belief that the disease 22nd of June (in consequence of using an 
had spread by contagion. In noticing the injection for fluer albus) with violent 
symptoms exhibited in these cases, the pains of the uterus, extending down the 
lecturer called the attention of the class thigh to the knee. Considering the case 
to the diagnostic evidences existing be- at first to be one of congestion of the 
tween them and those which characterize uterus, it was treated on the antiphlogistic 
what is termed “ Purulent Ophthalmia.” plan, and also with sedatives, until the 
He contended that the distinction between | 29th, without any mitigation of the pain. 


the two affections consisted solely in the 
degree of inflammation present. How- 
ever, the distinction was of utility, inas- 
much as it tended materially to direct the 
views of the practitioner in deciding on 
the treatment to be adopted. In Catar- 
rhal Opbthalmia the secretion from the 
eyes had less of a puriform character than 
that which evidences itself in the purulent 


species. The purulent discharge in the! 


On the Ist of July the pain was still the 
same, and there was tenderness over the 
whole of the bowels, extending along the 
spine of the ilium, and down the thigh to 
the knee. She also experienced palpita- 
tion of the heart, spasms in the stomach, 
and frequent attacks of globus histericus. 
The complexion was sallow from derange- 
ment of the chylopoietic viscera; the pulse 


80, and full; the tongue white ; the appe- 
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VARIETIES. 


tite tolerable; the bowels regular. She 
was ordered to take Sulph. Quinine 
grs. iij and Ext. Hyoscyami q.s. ft. pil. 
every three hours, and to have a mixture 
of Inf. Senne. She contin»ed in the same 
state until the 11th, without any inter- 
mission of the pain, except a slight re- 
mission and exacerbation night and morn- 
ing; the remission taking place at bed- 
time, and the exacerhation at eight o'clock 
in the morning. However, after having 
taken about 5ij of the Su/ph. Quinin., the 
patient entirely recovered, and has had no 
return of the affection. 


Portratt.—Mr. Highley has just pub- 
lished an excellent engraving from a por- 
trait of Dr. James Jounson, painted by 
Mr. Wood, which is recognised by his 
friends as a faithful likeness. The literary 
and professional labours of Dr. Johnson 
have obtained for him a tolerably large 
circle of acquaintance, but as, probably, 
only a small portion of those individuals to 
whom his name may be familiar, either as 
a critic or as ove criticised, can possess a 
personal knowledge of that gentleman, the 
present production may be received as a 
fair means of gratifying that curiosity re- 
specting an author which so commonly 

revails amongst readers. The engraving 
s certainly executed in the very best style 
of the art of mezzotint. 


Ix a perambulatory trot throagh the 
wards of the Westminster Hospital, the 
other day, Mr. Guthrie informed the pu- 
pils that he had lately examined several 
students at the College on their ability to 
write prescriptions in Latin, when, he was 
most sorry he say, he found them very 
deficient scholars. Some persons may smile 
at the classical pretensions of the exami- 
ner, and some probably did on the present 
occasion; Mr. G. therefore seized an op- 
portunity at the next bed to afford a proof 
of his qualification to test them in others. 
The patient required a castor-oil draught. 
“ Now, how, Mr. Dresser,” said he, “ should 
the prescription be written?” It wes ar- 
ranged to contain peppermint water, and 
when constructed on paper, presented the 
following line:—“ menthx piperi- 
titis,”—letter for letter, and thus received 
the cordial approval of Mr. Guthrie. 


The following is the classical inscription 
printed on the card delivered with “ mix- 
tures” at one of the renowned hospitals of 
the Borough:—* Two teaspoonfuls of the 
mixture to be taken two times a day.” 
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We understand that Mr. Greew has 
moved the Court of Chancery to restrain 
Franks, the quack, from inserting in his 
advertisements the certificate in favour 
of the “Specific Solution,” given by Mr. 
Green to Franks. The chief ground of 
Mr. Green's application rests on the alle- 
gation that the “ Certificate” was given 
to Franks as a private testimonial of the 
“ efficacy ” of the solution, and that it was 
never intended by Mr. Green to be in- 
serted in newspapers and placards. Mr. 
Green is a rich man, bat Mr. Branspy 
Coorer and Mr. C, A. Key having their 
fortunes yet to make, the latter surgeons 
cannot afford to forego the advantages of 
that publicity which the advertisements 
of such persons as Franks necessarily pro- 
cure for their names. 


An Exposition of the Nature, Treatment. 
and Prevention of Continued Fever. By 
Henry M‘Cormac, M.D., Phys. to the 
Belfast Infirmary. London. Longman, 
1835. 8vo. pp. 202. 


A very useful and interesting article 
might be formed by a reviewer from this 
book, by simply taking from it, and as- 
sembling in a compact form, the personal 
observations and previously unrecorded 
facts which the author has scattered 
through his pages, as the result of his 
own experience. We commend the work 
to the profession as an excellent ex- 
position of that species of bodily derange- 
ment which is known by the name of 
“ Continued Fever.” It is a long time 
since we have met with a writer whose 
experience, learning, and judgment, so 
well entitle him to discuss this hacknied 
subject, and whose literary abilities have 
so ably served him in his task. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 


Education Physique des Jeunes Filles, 
ou Hygeine de la Femme avant le Mar- 
riage. Par A. M. Bureaud-Riofrey, M.D., 
Paris, and London, Dulau. 1835. 8vo. pp. 
352 


The Clinique Medicale of G. Andral, 
condensed and translated by D. Spillan, 
M.D. Part II. containing Diseases of the 
Chest. London. Renshaw. 1835. pp. 200, 

The Veterinarian to Aug. 1835. 

The Dublin Medical Journal to July. 
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A Treatise on the more Obscure A ffec- 
tions of the Brain, on which the Nature 
and successful Treatment of many Chro- 
nic Diseases depend. Being the Gulsto- 
nian Lectures delivered at the College of 
Physicians in 1835. By A. P. W. Philip, 
M.D. London. Renshaw. 1835. pp. 140. 

A Practical Treatise on Teething, and 
the Management of the Teeth, froin In- 
fancy to the Age of ae Years. 

y J. Paterson Clark, M.A. London. 
1835. pp. 82. 

Practical Examinations on the Imme- 
diate Treatment of the Principal Emer- 

ncies in Surgery and Midwifery. Part 
fi. By W. S. Oke, M.D. London. Long- 
man. 1835. 8vo. pp. 168. 

Stammering considered with Reference 
to its Cure, by the Application of those 
Laws which regulate Utterance. In a 
Letter to Dr. Birkbeck. By Richard Cull, 
London. Renshaw. 1835. pp. 50. 

Outlines of Comparative Anatomy. By 
Professor Grant, Part 2. 

Lectures on the Diseases of the Lungs 
and Heart. By Thomas Davies, M.D. 
London. Longman. 1835. 8vo. pp. 512. 


CORRESPONDENTS. 


Vigil. We cannot follow “ Professor 
D.” through all his tortuous windings. 
The present deviation from a straight-for- 
ward path, has carried him beyond the 
limit which we set to our pale of observa- 


tion. 

S. The external form and size of the 
rowel saw invented by MM. Tuomson 
and CHarriere are very similar to those 
of the osteotome of M. Heine, which we 


BOOKS, CORRESPONDENTS, &c. 


fomerly described at length after the au- 
thor. It is composed of a handle, a blade, 
and a porte-scie, attached to the lower 
extremity of the blade. The handle of 
the saw, which may either be fixed against 
the chest, or simply held in the hand, ac- 
|cording as circumstances may require, 
resembles in shape the handle of a large 
amputating knife. The blade is composed 
of two parallel plates of steel, inclosing 
between them five wheels, diminishing in 
diameter as they descend, and furnished 
at the circumference with cogs. The up- 
permost wheel, which is put in motion by 
a handle, is joined, as in the osteotome of 
M. Herne, by a cup and ball joint to an 
iron rod fixed on its axis. 

The porte-scie is composed of two short 
parallel steel plates, united uniferiorly by 
the axis of the rowel, and screwed above 
into the sides of the lower extremity of the 
blade. The left side of the blade, a little 
above its lower third, is furnished with a 
short kind of projection or handle, which, 
as occasion may require, can be ped 
in the left hand, while the index-finger of 
the same hand, extended and placed close 
to the edge of the saw, serves as a very 
convenient moveable point d'appui. 


M.D., Glasgow. There is but one in 
London which professes to resemble the 
Parisian Institutions, but the concern is a 
gross humbug. 

Aristotle—As we believe that the letter 


we have already published is calculated to create ia 
the miad of every reader impressions equally strong 
with those of correspondent respecting the ccr- 
tificates alleged to be given by Mr. Green and Mr. 
Cooper to the quack named Franks, we do not 
feel it necessary to publish the present commani- 
cation, especially as we should have difficalry in 
making space fur its insertion. 


METEOROLOGICAL REPORT. 
(Extract from a Meteorological Journal kept at High Wycombe. 


Lat. 51° 37’ 44” North, 


Long. 34° 45” West.) 


Barometer. 


Highest. 


[Pine throughout the Week 
excepting some little 
Rain on the 7th. 


Aug. 11, 1835, 


W. Jackson. 
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